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Rwake! Rmerica Rwake 








Awake! America awake! 

Awake, and save for freedom’s sake, 
‘Those rights that none should be denied, 
For which your forebears strove and died; 
Those rights enshrined in Declaration 

Of Independence of your nation; 

Those rights that they, at last, proclaimed 
In Constitution wisely framed. 

Awake, with hearts in unity, 

And guard your cherished liberty, 

Those sacred rights, through every day 
With love and faith in freedom’s way. 


Awake! and hold those sacred rights; 
Keep burning bright your freedom’s lights, 
That men in freedom will go on 

And undertake with brain and brawn 
New industries to give each man 

A job to do — America’s plan — 
Where private means and not the State 
Assures the good that all await: 

A job for each and future bright — 

His good and very sacred right; 

Where individuals live free 

In brotherhood and unity. 


Beware of drones and give us men 
Whose hearts are true and dare again 
Let men be men and show the way 
That all may go without dismay; 
Beware of men who spend and spend, 
Who tax and tax without an end, 
Who care not for traditions true, 
Who ever concoct some new “brew”: 
Let none your true traditions break, 
But doubly sure traditions make, 
And let them ever be true guides — 
The signposts set by life’s road sides. 








Beware of “isms” from foreign lands, 
And frame all laws with loving hands; 
Let none with “isms” you deceive 
The Constitution Truths to leave, 

Or change by edict rights it gives 

In which your freedom ever lives; 
Let no false rules find resting place 
Within your laws to them deface 
And rob men of their faith and power 
To dare and seek in every hour 
The good in life for one and all. 
America must rise not fall. 


Awake! America awake! 

And wisely your decision make; 
Hold fast for liberty for all, 

And answer true to freedom’s call 
And let your true Republic live 
Forever more and ever give 

The good and best to one and all. 
America must rise not fall, 

Must ever rise, must ever be 
The land of peace and liberty. 
With love and faith for freedom’s sake, 
Awake! America awake! 


Awake, and save those rights and home 
Of liberty beneath the dome 

Of heaven that above you spreads 
With myriad stars of light that sheds 
Their glory there in majesty 

For everyone where’er they be; 
Within your flag is freedom’s light, 
With thirteen stripes of red and white, 
With stars of white on field of blue, 
That e’er proclaims your freedom true, 
That all may find and ever know 
The joys that from true freedom flow. 


Awake, and hearken to the roar 

From “isms” on the distant shore 

For oceans broad no more can bar 

Those evils that were once afar; 
America must ever stand 

A true Republic — freedom’s land — 
Must speak and guard with all its power 
Those sacred rights through every hour; 
Must freedom’s mantle ever spread 
Around men’s hearts where e’er they tread, 
That every man in every race 

May freedom know in every place. 


Awake! America awake! 

With love and faith for freedom’s sake, 
Keep burning bright true freedom’s lights, 
Save your Republic and those rights, 
Let men be men, and states be states, 
And bar false “isms” from your gates; 
Let none your true traditions break, 
But doubly sure traditions make, 

And let them ever be true guides — 
The signposts set by life’s road sides; 
“That man to man the world o’er 
Shall brothers be forever more.” 


—H. A. Robertson, Attorney 
Portland, Oregon ....... 
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IKE A GOLDEN THREAD a deep 
reverence for God runs through the 
history of the American Republic. This 


fact is clearly evident. 





Bishop Frank M. Bristol, referring 
to the discovery of America, said: 
“When it is remembered that Columbus 
desired to spread the Gospel to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, that his 
expedition of discovery was begun in 
prayer, that he insisted upon the wor- 
ship of God as one of the duties of 
the ship’s company, that after a voyage 
of seventy days on an unknown sea the 
sight of the new world was greeted by 
the exultant sailors with the ‘Te Deum,’ 
that magnificent thanksgiving to God, 
that Columbus sprang upon the new 
world, planted the Cross and knelt in 
prayer; and when the history of Amer- 
ica is remembered from that great hour 
to this, the Christian thinker sees in 
it all the hand of God, leading a devout 
genius to the execution of a Divine 
plan.” 


Harry F. Atwood, a devoted student 
of American history, wrote a genera- 
tion ago: “All over the walls of this 
republic we find the handwriting of 
God. We find it written into our state 
papers, in the words spoken by Amer- 
ican statesmen, on the coins that we 
circulate, in the songs that we sing, 


Providences 
ln American 
History 


in the literature that has been written, 
and in the aspirations of our people. 
More, far more than any other coun- 
try, we have been essentially a religious 
and God-loving nation; and it is that 
fact more than anything else which 
has put character into our statesmen, 
courage into our soldiers, justice into 
our government, and conscience into 
our people.” 


THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT 
The year 1620 found a handful of 


Pilgrims leaving Europe for the new 
world. They were to the last man, wo- 
man and child, devout, Bible-believing 
Christians. They made the voyage on 
a frail vessel called the Mayflower. 


Just before reaching the shores of 
the new world these people drew up a 
document which became known as the 
Mayflower Compact. 


This declaration of principles was 
designed by the Pilgrims to become 
the basis of law and order in the new 
colony which they proposed to estab- 
lish. The Mayflower Compact later 
supplied the framework for the Con- 
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stitution of the United States. It began 
with these words: 


“In the name of God, Amen. And 
having undertaken for the glory of God 
and the advancement of the Christian 
faith ...” This was the opening state- 
ment of the first state paper ever adopt- 


ed for the New World. 


In the Declaration of Independence 
we find such sentences as: “Appealing 
to the Supreme Judge of the World 
for the rectitude of our intentions ... 
and for support of this declaration with 
a firm reliance upon Divine Provi- 
dence.” 

The men who turned their faces west 
toward the setting of the sun to carve 
a civilization out of a wilderness, to 
lay foundations deep and secure upon 
which to build a great nation — these 
men entertained a holy reverence for 
God and a firm reliance upon the Word 
of God. They built Churches. They 
loved liberty. They believed in an open 
Bible. They exalted the person and de- 
ity of Jesus Christ. 


They professed faith in the funda- 
mentals of historical and evangelical 
Christianity. They believed in the su- 
pernatural inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, the deity, virgin birth, sinless 
life, miracles, vicarious atonement, re- 
surrection and ascension of Jesus 


Christ. 
GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGES 


It is deserving of special notice that 
around our globe there is a narrow 
zone, between the 30th and 60th paral- 
lels, north latitude, from which the 
higher orders of civilization have al- 
ways developed. 

The nations that have given direc- 
tion to the thought of mankind in mat- 
ters pertaining to philosophy, art, po- 
etry, history and science ... the peo- 
ple who have led in matters pertaining 
to religion, statesmanship and the sci- 
ence of government have always been 
crowded into this narrow strip on the 
globe. 
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Between these parallels we have an- 
cient Greece, Rome, Germany, England 
and Palestine. And the United States 


is situated in the same magic belt. 





Our flag was not made to fly amid 
the ice deserts of Russia where the 
finer sensibilities are subjected to the 
chilling effect and blasting frosts of 
physical adversity. Our flag was not 
made to fly over burning deserts where 
torrid weather leaves mind and body 
sapped of creative vitality. 

We are too far south to be bound 
by the chains of cold. We are too far 
north to come under the enervating 
influence of a tropical sun. The posi- 
tion that the United States occupies in 
world affairs today is not the result 
of chance. Providences have worked 
in our behalf. 

The Psalmist says, “The steps of a 
good man are ordered of the Lord.” 
Ard this also applies to nations. 


THE WESTWARD COURSE 


It is a fact known to historians that 
civilization has for centuries traveled 
a westward course. The cradle of civili- 
zation was in Asia. Then the westward 
march began. From Babylon to Greece. 
From Greece to Rome. From the conti- 
nent of Europe to the British Isles. 
From France to Spain. From Europe to 
America. Bishop George Berkeley, af- 
fectionately called by his admirers the 
poet-prophet of America, once wrote: 

Westward, 

The course of empire 
Takes its way, 

The first four acts 
Already past. 

The fifth shall be 

The drama with the day. 
Time’s noblest offspring 
Is the last. 

Currents of enlightenment have always 
flowed toward our part of the globe. 
This magnetic pull, geared to the move- 
ment of the Sun, caused Columbus to 
turn west in search of a new world. 

It was this tug of the unseen that in- 
spired good people to leave their homes 
in frail vessels, travel over stubborn 
seas, and seek a place where they could 
enjoy the advantages of human liberty. 
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The missionary motive drove them for- 
ward. 





ings with each other, our different sen- 


. timents on almost every question, sever- 


New moral and spiritual forces were | 
released which gave impetus to Chris- | 
tianity, and made priceless contribu- | 


tions to the science of government. The 
Cause of Christ was advanced. A prem- 
ium was placed on liberty. Foundations 
were laid, broad and secure, upon 
which to build a structure of govern- 
ment where the State would be made to 
serve the citizen. Other systems, prior 
to that time, had regarded the citizen 
as the servant of the State. This caused 
the Constitution of the United States 
to be written. 


PRAYER AT PHILADELPHIA 


The members of the Constitutional 
Convention, in 1787, were men of phys- 
ical vigor, mental acumen and moral 
courage. They were by vast majority, 
men of sound religious beliefs and con- 
victions. When England’s great Wil- 
liam Pitt read the Constitution he ex- 
claimed: “It will be the wonder and 
admiration of all future constitutions.” 


The delegates to this Convention knew 
that if they failed to take a Constitu- 
tion home with them to become the 
basis of orderly government in the new 
world, the colonies would exhaust 
themselves in anarchy. 


But after several weeks of argument, 
debate and discussion, it became evi- 
dent to everyone that they were going 
to fail. During that entire time the dele- 
gates had not been able to agree upon 
a single line or phrase of the Consti- 
tution. They had brought with them to 
Philadelphia all the differences — po- 
litical, economic, geographical differ- 
ences that existed back home among 
the colonies. 

Finally, when it looked like all was 
lost, that there was no hope of agree- 
ment, the venerable Benjamin Frank- 
lin rose and spoke with deep emotion. 
He urged the delegates to seek divine 
guidance. 

Turning to George Washington who 
was presiding, Franklin said: 

“Mr. President, the small progress 
we have made after four or five weeks’ 
close attention and continual reason- 
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al of the last producing as many noes as 
ayes, is, methinks, a melancholy proof 
of the imperfection of the human un- 
derstanding. We indeed seem to feel 
our own want of political wisdom, since 
we have been running all about in 
search of it . 

“In this situation of this assembly, 
eroping, as it were, in the dark to find 
political truth, and scarce able to dis- 
tinguish it when presented to us, how 
has it happened, sir, that we have not 
hitherto once thought of humbly apply- 
ing to the Father of Lights to illum- 
inate our understandings? ... 


“T have lived, sir, a long time; and 
the longer I live the more convincing 
proofs I see of this truth, that God 
governs in the affairs of men. And if 
a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without His notice, is it probable that 
an empire can rise without His aid? 

“We have been assured, sir, in the 
Sacred Writings, that ‘except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it.’ I firmly believe this; and 
I also believe that without His con- 
curring aid we shall succeed in this 
political building no better than the 
builders of Babel; we shall be divided 
by our little partial, local interests, 
our project will be confounded, and 
we ourselves shall become a reproach 
and a byword down to future ages. 
And what is worse, mankind may here- 
after, from this unfortunate instance, 
despair of establishing government by 
human wisdom and leave it to chance, 
war, conquest. 


“I therefore beg leave to move: 


“That hereafter prayers, imploring 
the assistance of Heaven and its bless- 
ing on our deliberations, be held in 
this assembly every morning before we 
proceed to business, and that one or 
more of the clergy of this city be re- 
quested to officiate in that service.” 


And from that moment they began 
to make progress in the framing and 
adoption of the document, which Glad- 
stone called “The greatest piece of 
work ever struck off at a given time by 
the brain and purpose of man.” 


SOCIALISTIC NOSTRUMS 
AVOIDED 


There were men in the Constitution- 


| al Convention who refused to put their 
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names on the finished product. Alex- 
ander Hamilton was the only man from 
the State of New York to sign. 

The men who refused were urging 
the inclusion of popular fallacies that 
played part in the downfall of Greece, 
Rome and other ancient civilizations 
— the same fallacies which are being 
advocated today in the name of liber- 
alism. 

When the men who favored those 
Socialistic nostrums learned that they 
could not appeal to the reason of their 
colleagues, they tried to create a state 
of fear by saying in effect: “Unless 
you write into this Constitution some 
popular fallacies to fool and play upon 
the sentiments of the people, the Con- 
stitution will never be adopted.” 

George Washington, as presiding of- 
ficer, had taken no part in the discus- 
sions up to that time, but after listen- 
ing to this line of thought, he rose 
from the chair and in tones of sup- 
pressed emotion, said: “It is too prob- 
able that no plan we propose will be 
adopted; perhaps another dreadful con- 
flict is to be sustained; if, to please 
the people, we offer what we ourselves 
disapprove, how can we afterwards 
defend our work? Let us raise a stan- 
dard to which the wise and honest can 
repair; the event is in the hands of 
God.” 

Professor Fiske said that those words 
should be written on the walls of every 
legislative hall, state and national ... 
and carved upon the walls of every 
convention room where people meet to 
write platforms or adopt resolutions to 
nominate candidates. 

Washington later wrote Governor 
Trumbull of Connecticut: “I can al- 
most trace the finger of Divine Pro- 
vidence through those dark and mys- 
terious days which first led the colon- 
ists to assemble in convention, thereby 
laying the foundation for peace and 
prosperity, when we had too much 
reason to fear that misery and confu- 
sion were coming too rapidly upon us.” 

In his Farewell Address, he said, 
among other things: “Of all habits and 
customs leading to political prosperity, 
religion and morality are indispensable 
supports. Its is substantially true that 
virtue or morality is a necessary spring 
of popular government.” 


“ON GOD’S SIDE” 


Into our national anthem, Francis 
Scott Key wrote: “And this is our mot- 
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to, ‘in God is our trust’,” and that 
motto has been stamped, substantially, 
upon the coins that we circulate in our 
country. 


Julia Ward Howe penned these beau- 
tiful lines in the Battle Hymn of the 
Republic: 

Mine eyes have seen the glory 
Of the coming of the Lord ... 
In the beauty of the lilies 
Christ was born across the sea 
With a glory in His bosom 
That transfigures you and me. 
As He died to make men holy, 
Let us die to make men free, 
While God is marching on. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah 
His truth is marching on. 


Samuel Francis Smith wrote as the 
closing verse of our inspiring national 
hymn: 

Our father’s God, to Thee, 
Author of Liberty, 

To Thee we sing! 

Long may our land be bright 
With Freedom’s holy light! 


Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King. 


Someone once said to Abraham Lin- 
coln: “I hope God is on our side.” 
To which Lincoln replied: “My con- 
cern is not so much whether God is on 
my side. My great concern is to be on 
God’s side, for God is always right.” 


In his farewell speech to his old 
neighbors at Springfield, before leav- 
ing for Washington, Lincoln said among 
other things: “Today I leave you. I 
go to assume a task more difficult than 
that which devolved upon George Wash- 
ington. Unless the great God who in- 
spired him shall be with and inspire 
me, I must fail; but if the same Omnis- 
cient Mind and Almighty Arm that di- 
rected and protected him shall guide 
and support me, I shall not fail; I 
shall succeed. 


“Let us pray that the God ef our 
fathers will not forsake us now. To 
Him I commend you all. Permit me to 
ask that with equal sincerity and faith 
you will invoke His wisdom and guid- 
ance for me — the great God Who 
can stay here with you and go there 
with me and be everywhere for good!” 


SPIRITUAL REBIRTH NEEDED 


During these days of unrest and un- 
certainty, we must have faith that Amer- 
ica has neither abandoned God ... nor 
been abandoned by God. The same 
Divine Hand that watched over the 
founders of this Republic, that guided 
them in the framing of our Constitu- 
tion, is with us to give strength and 
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guidance today — if we will put our 
trust in Him. 





In the present crisis, the most cru- 
cial hour that our Country has ever 
known, we need a spiritual rebirth, 
a moral renaissance, a return to the 
faith of the founding fathers, a revival 
of supernatural religion. This will put 
an end to Communism once and for all. 


In the last analysis, the security of 
a Republic, the preservation of human 
liberty, depends upon the conscience, 
the right purpose and character of the 
individual citizen. A dictatorship must 
rely upon force. A republic relies upon 
character. You cannot successfully op- 
erate a republic without God! 


The United States is so situated pro- 
phetically and geographically that it 
can be spared much of the suffering 
being visited upon other parts of the 
world if we faithfully seek the provi- 
dential care of the Almighty. 
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| Had Tea 
With Tito 


GEORGE BLOMGREN DEWEY 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 








N MY RECENT trip behind the 

Iron Curtain, I had tea one after- 

noon with Tito, in his palatial office 

at Belgrade. I cannot say that I en- 
joyed the experience. 


Tito is a handsome fellow with a 
large forehead, broad shoulders, erect 
carriage, genial smile and pleasant voice. 
His eyes flash on and off like a neon 
sign when he becomes engrossed in 
earnest conversation. His hands and 
words seem to beat in rhythm. He is an 
actor, a dramatist, dynamic, confident 
and vigorous. 


In conversation, he has a way of 
attracting and holding one’s undivided 
attention. I can understand why close 
friends and associates seem to develop 
a personal affection for him. Our visit 
was free, easy and fluid ... not brittle, 
strained or stuffy. He received me 
alone, except for the presence of an 
interpreter. 


But he is a Communist — as much 
a Communist as Stalin, his former 
friend and collaborator, whom he now 
professes to hate with a venom. And no 
matter how much the West may try to 
woo him, he will remain forever a 
Communist. 


Tito is also a man of war. He pre- 





sents a military appearance. I noticed 
that he wore high military boots and 
the jacket of an army officer. Studying 
his career, we find that force is the 
only language that he really under- 
stands. 


* * * 
HILE SIPPING his tea, I reached 


the conclusion that the man sit- 
ting opposite from me is the best mind 
and cleverest operator behind the Iron 
Curtain. He has delusions of grandeur 
that swing him in the same orbit with 
the war lords of history. 


But he rules a small and backward 
nation. Otherwise all Europe and Asia 
would have felt the impact of his mili- 
tary genius by now. He possesses the 
will to fight. 


The Yugoslav army was organized 
and developed along Communist lines. 
It is the protective arm for Tito’s 
branch of the international Communist 
Party (which at the moment appears 
to be severed from the parent body 
at Moscow). The army exists, not pri- 
marily to defend the country, but to 
promote Communism. 


Tito stated last December that 5,000 
of his officers were graduates of mili- 
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tary schools inside the Soviet Union. 
In addition, more than 50,000 non. 
commissioned officers were said to 
have completed required courses in 
Marxism and Leninism. 


The American military mission to 
Yugoslavia, consisting of 30 men, is 
regarded by competent observers as a 
farce. Tito wants no military guidance 
from the West. Consequently, the move- 
ments of these men are restricted in a 
way to render their presence inconse- 
quential. 


United States Chief of Staff, Gen- 
eral J. Lawton Collins, visited Yugo- 
slavia last October. An article in Life 
magazine, highly flattering to Tito, re- 
ported: “As a result of Collins’ trip, 
in which he formed a high opinion of 
the Yugoslav army’s military training 
and leadership, the U. S. is now send- 
ing planes, armored ground equipment 
and technical apparatus.” 


I don’t know what goes on inside 
the heads of people who make such 
statements! 


Bogdan Raditsa, who was for many 
years a high ranking official in the 
Yugoslav government but now a citi- 
zen of the United States, quotes one 
of Tito’s closest associates as saying: 
“Do not worry because of our present 
dealings with the United States. One 
day we shall beat the Americans with 
their own guns and planes.” 


Let Life and other apologists for 
Tito try to explain why he refused to 
join the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO). His attitude denies the 
West the advantage of attacking through 
the Balkans, in the event of war with 
Russia. This could well be the decid- 
ing factor, as far as ground forces are 
concerned, should such a struggle de- 
velop. No greater service could be ren- 
dered the Soviet Union. 


Something happened in 1943, pro- 
phetic of what might occur again: The 
United States and England had recog- 
nized Tito by giving substantial assist- 
ance to his movement. The day came 
when the Allied High Command want- 
ed to land troops at Yugoslav ports, to 
outflank the German armies in North- 
ern Italy, and was denied the privilege. 


A year later, Tito’s Chief of Staff, 
General Koca Popovich, wrote that 
their forces had been ready “to drive 
the British and Americans into the sea 
... It was Yugoslavia that frustrated 
the carrying out of Churchill’s plan to 
land Anglo-American troops in the 
Balkans.” 

Nor could I forget that the man sit- 
ting less than four feet from me was 
the one who gave the fatal order, long 
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after the war ended, that caused an un- 
armed American plane to be shot down, 
costing the lives of several men — 
whose only crime was the mistake of 
flying over a corner of Yugoslav terri- 
tory during a blinding storm. 


Glancing at the walls of Tito’s office, 
I noticed several pictures depicting 
peasant life, conditions in the cities, 
factories, machinery, industrial and sci- 
entific progress ... but no churches. 


This was a grim reminder to me that 
Yugoslavia is governed by atheists at 
the top. 


x * * 
Se SPEAKS English fairly well, 


but always arranges to have an in- 
terpreter present when receiving Amer- 
icans. It happened that I nearly lost 
my appointment after all arrangements 
had been made ... and this experience 
clearly demonstrates the attitude of his 
government toward religion. 


My interview was officially scheduled 
for one o’clock the next afternoon. 
Four visitors from America, including 
myself, were to be received in a group. 
About six in the evening a telephone 
call came through from a clerk in the 
Ministry of Affairs, suggesting that I 
come over for a routine examination 
of the questions I wished to ask the 
Marshal. 


The conversation lasted for perhaps 
an hour, during which time my words 
were carefully examined so that the 
thoughts would be couched in proper 
language. The clerk then passed the 
list on to the official just outside of 
Tito’s office, a lady, whose duty it was 
to screen them. 


At ten o’clock the next morning I 
received another telephone call — this 
time an abrupt, curt message, virtually 
ordering me into the presence of the 
screening official. I found myself in 
a hostile atmosphere. Until then I had 
enjoyed extreme courtesy and gracious- 
ness. Now everything had changed. 


I was satisfied before she told me, 
which of the questions were objection- 
able. Anger flashed from her eyes as 
she spoke. What did I mean trying to 
insult the Marshal? Two of the ques- 
tions were utterly absurd. Would I 
eliminate them? 

There were 20 questions on my list. 
The two which provoked her ire read 
as follows: 


(1) Does religious liberty exist in 
your country? 

(2) In the event of war with Russia 
and assuming Yugoslavia to be fight- 
ing on the side of the western nations, 


would you approve calling a special 
Day of Prayer? 

The lady asked me if I knew there 
were churches open in Belgrade. I 
answered in the affirmative. Did that 
not indicate that freedom of religion 
existed there? 


I replied that there was a difference 
between freedom and liberty. 


Freedom meant that people could at- 
tend worship services under the spot- 
ter’s eye and risk harassment for doing 
so. 

Liberty meant that preachers and 
priests could express their convictions 
without fear of reprisals ... that they 
could publicly explain, for instance, 
that 243 priests had been killed by 
Tito’s Partisans, with 89 more missing, 
and 169 under arrest ... that among 
the Protestants, a small minority group, 
seven preachers had mysteriously dis- 
appeared. 


Thereupon, I was subjected to a tor- 
rent of insults. The lady assured me that 
I was “the usual type of stupid Amer- 
ican who comes around here.” (The 
appellation “stupid” is something to 
which Americans, these days traveling 
in Iron Curtain territory, must become 
accustomed. ) 

For the last time, would I eliminate 
the two questions on religion? I stead- 
fastly refused. 


She gave full vent to her rage, tore 
up the paper containing all my ques- 
tions, threw the pieces into a wastebas- 
ket and said: “I suppose, Mr. Dewey, 
you know what that means. Your inter- 
view is cancelled.” 


I said: “Yes, Madam, and now I want 
to tell you what it means. 





“Before leaving Paris, I placed the 
complete list of my questions in the 
hands of newspaper correspondents. 
They said I would never be allowed to 
ask the very two which you have singled 
out. 


“We let it stand that if a certain sig- 
nal came from me, they would write 
a report, and have it released through 
American press and radio, stating that 
your office became offended when the 
subject of religion in Yugoslavia was 
introduced.” 


I concluded by saying that the Amer- 
ican people would have the story with- 
in 48 hours. I reached for my hat and 
moved toward the door. 


My stupidity paid off! I have seldom 
seen such a complete change come over 
a person. 


Like a flash, her whole attitude be- 
came different. What she really meant 
was, that instead of having a mere in- 
terview like an ordinary newspaper 
man, I would be invited for a social 
call at 4:30 that afternoon, to be the 
Marshal’s personal guest for tea. 


Now, under these circumstances, 
surely I would agree not to ask the 
two embarrassing questions. 


I agreed. 


* * *- 
HEN THE brief formalities of 


introduction were over, Tito be- 
gan at once interviewing me. He is an 
expert interrogator. He wanted to know 


all about America. 


Finally when he relaxed a bit and 
the time seemed propitious, I asked him 
this question: “Your honor, Marshal 
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Tito, would you mind telling me why 
you broke with your former friend and 
comrade, Joseph Stalin?” 


“Not at all, not at all,” came back 
the words of the interpreter. “The case 
is an open book for all to read, who 
are interested in the relations of our 
two countries.” 

Thereupon, he unraveled to me a tale 
of intrigue and diplomatic duplicity 
fit for the story books. He seemed eager 
to explain. I thought of the old adage 
about thieves falling out. His answer 
to my questions may be summarized 
as follows: ... 

Yugoslavia wants to be on good 
terms with everybody, including the 
U.S.S.R., but the Kremlin’s spiteful 
attitude has marred relations. It grad- 
ually began to dawn on us, even before 
the war ended, that Russia expected to 
eventually take complete control of our 
country. 

I went to Moscow (he explained) in 
the early part of 1945, signed a 20 year 
friendship pact, and hoped tensions 
would thereafter be relaxed. But in- 
stead, conditions worsened. 


The stronger we became, the more 
inferior the Kremlin tried to make us 
appear. Ways were being devised to 
pull the carpet from under our feet. 

Russia did not want us to become a 
strong and prosperous neighbor. They 
sent thousands of agents in to create 
dissension. We saw ourselves misrep- 
resented and maligned in the press of 
neighboring countries. 


In 1947, Stalin himself demanded 
that Yugoslavia and Bulgaria unite, be- 
coming one nation, thinking thereby 
to destroy our individualism. During 
March of the same year, I received a 
shocking letter from him accusing us 
of slandering the Soviet Union. 





I answered, only to receive another 
one, equally grotesque and full of false 
charges. We later learned that they 
were stabbing us in the back by sending 
out a stream of attacks to Communist 
parties all over the world. Even Mao 
Tse-tung, who cou'd have known noth- 
ing about the matter firsthand, picked 
up the strain and denounced me. 

Acting on Kremlin instructions, the 
Cominform excommunicated us and or- 
dered the Party in Yugoslavia to throw 
our nation into revolution and chaos. 
I immediately printed a half million 
copies of Stalin’s letters to me, together 
with my answers to him, and had them 
distributed in every part of the country. 
The result was all that we desired. 

That Mr. Dewey, is the background, 
the story behind the present foreign 
policy of my government. 


* * * 
he TITO playing a game? Is he in 


a conspiracy with Moscow, perpetrat- 
ing a hoax, getting from the West all 
he can, waiting for the right moment 
to turn back to the Kremlin, and make 
a fool out of the “stupid” Americans? 


I personally doubt it. He appears to 
be improvising from day to day, an- 
ticipating major changes at an early 
date, waiting for Stalin to die, expect- 
ing a new approachment with the Krem- 
lin, regarding present difficulties as a 
family quarrel to be settled with him- 
self eventually seated at the head of 
the table. 

I came away with a very definite im- 
pression that my host visualizes him- 
self as eventual ruler of the Communist 
peoples of the world. 

One of Tito’s favorite photographs 
shows him seated with the late Fiorello 
La Guardia, mayor of New York City, 
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playing chess. It was taken in 1946 on 
the occasion of La Guardia’s visit to 
Yugoslavia, when as head of UNRRA, 
he made enormous contributions to bol- 
ster Tito’s tottering Communist regime. 


Today, Tito continues to play chess, 
using millions of human beings as his 
pawns. 

I went back to my hotel with a heavy 
heart, groaning for the plight of people 
and nations who are wasting them- 
selves in sin, with utter disregard for 
God, His Word and His Son. How dif- 
ferent conditions in the world would 
be if they would only recognize the 
blessed Saviour of men ... and give 
Him a rightful place in their lives! 

The prophecies of the Bible have 
become increasingly precious to me 
since returning from behind the Iron 
Curtain. In them, I find an explanation 
for conditions now shaping up among 
the nations which cannot otherwise be 
explained. 

Prophecy is indeed the mould of 
history. Without this knowledge I for 
one would have no chart, compass or 
understanding of what is going on 
about us. Only minds sensitized by the 
Holy Spirit can grasp the true signi- 
ficance of what is happening. Daniel 
said: “The wise shall understand.” 


Cataclysmic judgments are just 
ahead. The present age is undoubtedly 
drawing to a close. Students of Daniel, 
Ezekiel, the Apocalypse and other parts 
of the inspired Word, have long visu- 
alized two mighty opposing forces that 
would divide the world in half. 


Then after that, a tragic Armaged- 
don to produce One World under the 
leadership of one man, the Antichrist 
of the age-end ... Satan’s masterpiece, 
a completely demonized personality 
who will be finally destroyed by “the 
brightness of Christ’s appearing.” 

This, in a general way, is the pro- 
phetic blueprint. I believe I am now 
seeing trends moving, with deadly pre- 
cision, toward exactly such a climax. 

Reaching my hotel room, I took the 
Bible from a suitcase and turned to 
Jeremiah 25:31, “For the Lord hath a 
controversy with the nations.” 

After tea with Tito, I seemed to have 
a clearer understanding why this “con- 
troversy” exists. 
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WHAT CAN YOU SAY TO DEATH? 


Sermon of the Menth 


Dr. Paul Rees ... Minneapolis, Minnesota 











“O death, where is thy sting? 





O grave, where is thy victory?” 


I Corinthians 15:55. 








fen QUESTION that is raised in 
this message is: Do we have what 
it takes to face death? Do you? Do I? 
Can we meet it with the confidence that 
we are not death’s victims but death’s 
victors? 

Years ago, in my reading, I came 
across a sentence the recollection of 
which is responsible for the wording 
of today’s topic. The sentence was this: 
“To say something about death is easy; 
to say something to death is the test of 
a valorous faith.” 


Take that sentence and lay it down 
beside St. Paul’s shout of victory: “O 
death” — the apostle meets death level- 
eyed — “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory ... Thanks 
be to God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Not all men can hurl a statement as 
triumphant as this into the very teeth 
of death. Many find that the best they 
can do is to say something about it. 
They somehow lack the assurance that 
enables them to say something to it. 


I, 
ONSIDER some of the ways in 


which, indirectly and inadequate- 
ly, men talk about death. One finds 
that there are two extremes to which 
they tend to go. 


Going to one extreme, they say, 
“Death is nothing.” Sometimes they 
say it in a religious and philosophical 
way. They tell us that mortality, like 
sin, is only a trick that our morbid 
imagination plays upon us. They would 
have us believe that death, as with evil, 
is unreal, just a fiction of the mind 
rather than a fact in the universe. So, 
some of our fellow human beings un- 
dertake to handle death, with a kind 
of self-hypnosis, and under the guise 
of philosophy. 





The other extreme to which men go 
in talking about death is that of making 
too much of it. If there are those who 
shrug their shoulders and say, “Death 
is nothing,” there are others who look 
out grimly upon the universe and say, 
“Death is everything.” 


Death, they claim, is the absolute 
end of the trail for all of us. Death 
is the end of all things. According to 
this view it is useless to look for any 
victory of immortality over mortality, 
of eternity over time, of hope over des- 
pair. 


Bertrand Russell speaks for this com- 
pany when he declares that “no fire, 
no heroism, no intensity of thought 
and feeling can preserve one individual 
life beyond the grave.” 


Death, for such persons, becomes the 
all-enveloping, all-consuming finality. 
It takes you back to the philosophy of 
the worldly pessimist who cries out in 
the language of Ecclesiastes, “Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit.” 


Now let us try to be honest with our- 
selves: Is it not true that both of these 
strategies for handling death leave us 
dissatisfied? To talk as though it were 
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a mere trifle, or an altogether pleas- 
ant dream, is simply not being realistic. 
It is a form of “kidding” ourselves. 


On the contrary, to speak about it 
as though it were the hopeless “dead 
end” street down which all life is mov- 
ing, certainly gives the lie to all our 
finest hopes and longings, all our high- 
est experiences and capacities. Besides, 
this attitude does not fit us for facing 
death eye-to-eye and saying something 
to it. 

Must we be forever content to talk 
about it? Is there no rock of faith upon 
which we may stand and shout some 
clear defiance straight at this tireless 
destroyer who wears a black hood and 
tramps ceaselessly through the world? 
Thank God, there is. Let us turn to 
look at it for a moment. 


II. 
bw PUT it bluntly, Jesus Christ of- 


férs men a faith that enables them 
to acknowledge the reality of death and 
at the same time to insist upon the 
finality and victory of life — life in 
and through Himself. It is that faith 
which expresses itself so triumphantly 
and invincibly in the leaping words of 
our text: “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 


Paul, in this tremendous Resurrec- 
tion chapter from which we are quot- 
ing, takes three views: (1) death as we 
see it in the experience of Jesus; (2) 
death as we face it in our own human 
experience; and (3) death as finally 
overcome and swept away through the 
resurrection of the body. 


Take the death of Jesus and look at 
it with me, says Paul. As you look at 
it, remember that it somehow stands re- 
lated to the whole frightful business of 
human sin. Then remember that sin is 
“the sting of death.” If there had been 
no sin, there would have been no death. 


Death is part of that tragic disaster 
that has befallen God’s world through 
man’s pride and rebellion. If the vicious 
circle of sin can be broken, if salva- 

















tion to a new life of harmony with 
God is possible, then death will have 
received a mortal blow. 


Now lift your eyes to this Jesus on 
the Cross. He claims to be man’s Sav- 
iour. He claims te be God in human 
form, with God’s lonely right to for- 
give sins. He says that He will verify 
His claims by laying down His life and 
— here is the staggering thing — by 
taking it again. 


What about it? Did He make good 
or did He not? If His death was the 
end, then says Paul, quite openly, we 
have no Saviour. “If Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins.” 


But Paul is sure that death was not 
the end for Jesus. He is sure because, 
with his keen mind, he examined the 
evidence of witnesses. He is convinced 
that the evidence is clear and over- 
whelmingly sufficient to satisfy every 
honest soul. Hence he boldly declares, 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first fruits of them that 
slept.” 


Then Christ is the Saviour that He 
claims to be. Then sin has met its Con- 
queror. In humble, sin-confessing peni- 
tence you and I can say, “My soul is 
free; for me Jesus Christ broke its fet- 
ters. My soul is pardoned and washed; 
for me Jesus Christ shed His blood. 
My soul is no longer estranged from 
God but is in tune with God; for me 
Jesus Christ made peace, and now my 
reconciled heart sings out the joy of 
oneness with the God of light and love.” 


If you can say that, cries Paul, then 
for you death has lost its sting. For 
you death wears a new aspect. For you 
it is true that “neither death nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


Thus you can say, “O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?” 

This leads naturally to the second 
view of death that Paul takes as a 
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Christian. He looks at it as the personal 
experience -that must come, soon or 
late, to each of us, save only those be- 
lievers who will be alive when Christ 
returns. To describe the believer’s own 
death, Paul reaches into the vocabulary 
of the Holy Spirit and brings out a 
word for death that he got from Jesus. 
He gives us the word “sleep.” 


Four times over, in varied form, he 
uses this term to describe the event that 
brings our Christian pilgrimage to its 
earthly close. Some of our brethren, 
says he, are “fallen asleep.” “Fallen 
asleep in Christ” is the phrase he em- 
ploys in verse 18, while in verse 51, 
he assures us that we “shall not all 
sleep.” 


It should not be difficult for us to 
understand the meaning of this simple 
figure of speech. Sleep, as we know 
it here, is the body’s rest, refreshment 
and renewal. Very well, “asleep in 
Christ” means rest for the soul that is 
made to pass through the experience 
of death. Rest from pain and weakness! 
Rest from noise and strife! Rest from 
care and uncertainty! Rest from storm 
and strain! 


Ill. 
HERE IS ONE more look at death 


which the apostle takes as he com- 
pletes the context of this triumphant 
shout, “O death, where is thy sting?” 
He looks forward to the day of con- 
summation that is surely to come — 
the day when, as he expresses it, “the 
trumpet shall sound” and Christ shall 
manifest Himself once more in utter 
magnificence and in rapturous glory. 


Listen to Paul as he describes it: 
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; we 
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shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall all 
be changed.” That is, there will be a 
resurrection of the dead, and the risen 
body, unlike the one that was buried, 
will be incorruptible. 


At the same time there will be a 
transfiguration of the living believers 
and the transfigured body, unlike the 
mortal body, will be immortal. The 
shout of the risen ones will be, “O 
death, where is thy sting?” 


The shout of the transfigured ones, 
who will never taste death, will be, 
“O grave, where is thy victory?” And 
the grand and unending shout of all 
together will be, “Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our 


Lord Jesus Christ.” 


It is then, in that grand finale, that 
there shall be brought to pass the say- 
ing, “Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” Of course you can ask questions 
that are not easy to answer. You can 
ask, for example, how am I to recog: 
nize my dear ones, they in their glori- 
fied forms and I in mine? As for my- 
self, I am content with the notion that 
love’s intuitions, which are so aston- 
ishing here, will be even more acute 
over there. 


Of course you can ask, Will my lit- 
tle fellow who died at three have the 
size and features that are so vividly 
fixed in my memory ? To which, 
I think, the true answer may be found 
in this very chapter we are studying. 
“Tt is sown,” says the Holy Spirit, “a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body.” 


The body is the organ of the soul — 
that is, its function. And bodies are as 
individually distinct as souls. The con- 
nection between the body that is buried 
and the one that will be raised, does 
not consist of an absolute identity of 
particles, but of an identity of function, 
with each resurrected body becoming 
a perfect expression of the spirit. 


The one immense, immeasurable, sub- 
lime fact about our resurrection body 
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will be its deathlessness. Whatever its 
form, it will be perfectly adapted to the 
soul. 

Its form, however, is not nearly so 
important as the fact that from it will 
have been removed all of the effects of 
death, direct and indirect, for ever and 
ever. 


In all that fair society of the re- 





deemed not one maimed or mutilated 
body! Not one sightless eye! Not one 
unhearing ear! Not one withered or 
missing arm! Not one feeble step! Not 
one hacking cough! Not one twinge of 
pain! Not one expiring breath! Not one 
lifeless form! Nor will there be any 
more! 


The victory will be complete. Christ 





will be crowned the everlasting Con- 
queror. God will be all in all. Death, 
like some haunting, hideous nightmare, 
will be swept away — utterly and etern- 
ally. 

“Q death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?” 


You can say that to death, if you 
have Christ! 
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THE TRUE AND THE FALSE | 


Defender Hour Broadcast ... by Dr. Gerald 8. Winred 








I AM USING two words as a subject 
for your consideration on this broad- 
cast, “Evangelical Christianity.” 


We shall discover what evangelical 
Christianity is ... and what it is not! 
This will be done by contrasting Evan- 
gelical Christianity with Modernism, an 
invention which is destroying the faith 
of multitudes. 


Evangelical Christianity is one reli- 
gion. Modernism is another. The two 
are as different as day from night. 
They are separated by a grand canyon. 
They cannot be reconciled. You must 
reject one and accept the other. 


Churchmen admit the existence of a 
wide cleavage in twentieth century Pro- 
testantism. It is a debate of historical 
importance between those who would 
reduce Christianity to a philosophy of 
naturalism and those who insist 
upon emphasizing its supernatural con- 
tent. 


One school of thought demands that 
all miracles shall be excluded. It would 
cast the Christian religion in the molds 
of naturalism. It would confine the 
Faith to the four walls of natural law. 


It denies the supernatural inspiration 
of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, 
His virgin birth, blood atonement, re- 
surrection, ascension and the hope of 
His return to this planet. It denies that 
He performed miracles in the days of 


His flesh. 


The other school accepts miracles as 
a fact. It believes the Bible to be super- 
naturally inspired beyond all other lit- 
erature. 
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It believes Christ to have been deity, 
God incarnate in a human body. It be- 
lieves that He did perform miracles, 
suffer a vicarious death for the sins of 
mankind, rise from the dead and ascend 
into heaven. This school anticipates 
His return to inaugurate a reign of 
peace and tranquility. 


Some who subscribe to Modern Lib- 
eralism go so far as to advocate a 
Christless Christianity. Or at least a 
Christianity to which Christ Himself 
is not indispensable. But this, very defi- 
nitely, is not the Christianity of the 
New Testament. These people mistake 
humanitarianism for the Christian reli- 
gion. It is one thing to be a good fel- 
low. It is quite another thing to be a 
Christian. 


Atheistic philosophies are pushing in 
from all sides. This accounts for the 
moral sag through which our Country 
is passing. The Church is meant to be 
the custodian of national morality. 


The builders of our Republic were 
men animated by Christian motives. 
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Our system of democratic government 
was hammered out on an anvil of Chris- 
tian principles. 


The men who wrote the Constitution 
had faith in God. Their successors who 
created a great and powerful Nation, 
by vast majority, were men of virile 
Christian faith. 


To the degree that the potency of 
Christianity is lost ... to that degree 
is our heritage wasted. To the degree 
that Christianity is weakened ... to 
that degree America is endangered. To 
the degree that Christianity is devita- 
lized to that degree our moral 
foundations are jeopardized. 


We have all heard about the young 
man who took his share of the inheri- 
tance and threw it away on riotous liv- 
ing. In like manner America is rapidly 
becoming a prodigal Nation. 


And the Church is very largely re- 
sponsible. A Christless Christianity will 
not preserve American ideals. A Christ- 
less Christianity will not be able to 
withstand the attacks of Atheism and 
Communism. 


Ministers, behind pulpit desks, 
preaching diluted sermons for fear of 
offending somebody. Negation and 
scholastic doubt in religious circles. Hy- 
pocrisy in the pews. These are liabili- 
ties of the Church. A dynamic ministry. 
A positive message in the pulpits. Piety 
and prayer in the pews. These are as- 
sets of the Church. 


When men repudiate the supernatur- 
al in Christianity, they are undermin- 
ing Christian morality. They are de- 
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stroying the creative influence of the 
Church in the affairs of the world. 
They are lifting restraint and permit- 
ting evil forces to run their course. 


This is no time to minimize spiritual 





values or to take a backward step in 





the realm of national morality. 





It is an invariable rule that the most 
complicated issues, when analyzed, can 
be reduced to simple factors. The pres- 
ent conflict involves one basic fact — 
namely, a right attitude toward the per- 


son of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


What about Him? Was He human 
or divine? Was He virgin born or the 
son of an unwed woman? Was He God 
wearing a body of flesh? Or was He 
mere man? These are serious questions 
— so serious that your eternal destiny 
hinges upon your ability and willing- 
ness to give the right answers. 


The struggle is between the forces 
of Christ on one hand ... and the pow- 
ers of anti-Christ on the other. 


The time has come for every true 
believer to stand up and be counted. 
If you are a professed Christian — you 
are in one of two camps. You are either 
an Evangelical or a Modernist. 


Evangelicals accept the supernatural, 
without hesitation, in accounting for the 
universe. They believe in the existence 
and power of a transcendant God. 


Modernists reject the supernatural 
and try to explain the existence of man, 
nature and the universe according to 
natural law and the expression of resi- 
dent forces. 


Evangelicals accept the two Biblical 
statements that, “God created the heav- 
en and the earth,” and that “God cre- 
ated man in his own image.” 


Modernists think of the cosmos and 
man as products of chemical processes. 


Evangelicals accept the Bible as a 
supernaturally inspired Book — reli- 
able, genuine, authentic, trustworthy 
and binding on the conscience, inspired 
in a sense that no other literature is 
inspired. 


Modernists regard the Bible as sifted 
tradition without authority over the ac- 
tions, motives and the thoughts of men. 


Evangelicals accept the recorded 
miracles of the Bible as attested facts 
of history. 


Modernists regard these records as 
credulity and superstition. 





Evangelicals accept the Virgin Birth 
of Christ as recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. They accept it as true in the same 
sense that the record of the Sermon 
on the Mount is true. 


Modernists reject the story of the 
nativity and say that Jesus Christ had 
only a human parentage. 


Evangelicals accept at face value the 
estimate that Jesus placed upon Him- 
self as the “only begotten Son of God” 
and atoning Saviour. 


Modernists try to bring Christ down 
to the level of ordinary man. 


Evangelicals make Christ an absolute 
authority on matters both ethical and 
eternal. 


Modernists app!aud Christ’s teach- 
ings in part. They accept some and re- 
ject others, each man being a law unto 
himself, an attitude which is religious 
anarchy. 


Evangelicals regard Christ’s death 
on the Cross as redemptive. 


Modernists speak of sin as an ail- 
ment to be treated by education. They 
regard the death of Christ as being 
that of a martyr. 


Evangelicals believe that Christ has 
power to forgive sin because He is the 
Mediator between God and man. 


Modernists deny this power of Christ 
to deal with the sin problem. They say 
that no Mediator is needed since what 
we call sin is accounted for as charac- 
teristics inherited from the lower ani- 
mal kingdoms. 
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Evangelicals believe that “the wages 
of sin is death,” and that “the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,” precisely as written. 


Modernists do not regard sin as some- 
thing to be judged for separating man 
from God. They deny that its punish- 
ment extends beyond the grave. 


Evangelicals believe that regenera- 
tion is necessary to salvation. They re- 
gard Christ’s words, “Ye must be born 
again,” as final. 


Modernists deny that supernatural 
regeneration is a necessity. They sub- 
stitute the idea of reformation. They 
seek to reform man, whereas Christ 
transforms. 


Evangelicals believe that Christ rose 
from the dead. 


Modernists reject the resurrection 
story because it involves the supernat- 
ural. 


Evangelicals regard the Christ of the 
New Testament as a real Christ to be 
accepted and trusted. 


Modernists construct a Jesus of their 
own, a strange personage, unknown to 
Scripture, history or Old Testament 
prophecy. 


Evangelicals believe in the supernat- 
uralism of the Church as the bride of 
Christ. 


Modernists regard the Church as a 
social organization and a humanitarian 
institution, 


Evangelicals begin with well accred- 
ited facts and develop a theology to 
meet those facts. 


Modernists begin with a negative at- 
titude toward Christianity and twist the 
facts to fit their pattern. 


Evangelicals believe in a living 
Christ. 


Modernists know only a dead Jesus. 


Evangelicals believe that Christian- 
ity is the only true religion. They be- 
lieve it can be contrasted with other 
religions, but not compared. They re- 
gard the term “comparative religions” 
as a misnomer, for the reason that 
Christianity is incomparable. 


Modernists regard Christianity as be- 
ing one of several great religions, in 
some respects better than others, in 
other ways inferior. 


Evangelicals believe that the religious 
terminology long used has a sacred 
content. They believe it is dishonest to 
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attach new and delphic meanings to 
old words and phrases in the theologi- 
cal vocabulary. 


Modernists treat words very much 
like a magician treats objects. A famil- 
iar trick, for instance, is to say that he 
believes in the divinity of Christ — 
which means that he regards Christ as 
having been divine, in the same sense 
that all men are divine. 

Evangelical Christianity is positive. 
Modernism is negative. To the true 





Christian, Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, Saviour, Redeemer and Lord. 


Friends of the listening audience, 
we are contrasting the true with the 
false. We are discovering what Chris- 
tianity is ... and we are discovering 
what it is not! 

Who, understanding these facts ... 
who, in his right mind, would be will- 
ing to exchange t':e-eternal verities of 
Christianity for the vagaries of Modern- 
ism? It would be like exchanging gold 


nuggets for “fool’s gold.” It would be 
like accepting crystal quartz for a dia- 
mond. It would be like removing one’s 
house from a rock foundation and plac- 
ing it on sand. 

Jude’s admonition is timely, “Earn- 
estly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints.” 


This is Gerald B. Winrod, speaking 
on the Defender Hour, thanking you 
for listening and saying, “May God 
bless you all.” 
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i i TWO EPISTLES of the Apostle 
Paul to the Thessalonians are con- 
sidered to be the earliest Christian liter- 
ature that we possess. They were writ- 
ten from Corinth about twenty years 
after the crucifixion. 


Paul felt for his converts all the love 
and responsibility of a parent. Bound- 
less energy and purity of motive are 
reflected in his letters. 


The city of Thessalonica was found- 
ed by Cassander, a successor of Alex- 
ander the Great, in 315 B.C. It was 
named after his wife Thessalonike, 
who was Alexander’s sister. Being 
strongly fortified and possessing a good 
harbor, it became the most important 
seaport of ancient Macedonia. 


Paul and Silas organized the Church 
there, to whom the two letters were 
addressed. (Acts 17:1-4 & I Thessalon- 
ians 1:9) 


Placed on the great road which con- 
nected Rome with the whole region 
north of the Aegean Sea, Thessalonica 
was a strategic center for the spread 
of the Gospel. A steady stream of out- 


siders, engaged in conducting com- 
merce, visited the city. Paul’s policy 
was to establish truth centers in im- 
portant communities, thereby giving 
prestige to the Gospel. 


From Corinth he sent Timothy back 
to ascertain conditions in the Thessa- 
lonian Church. The latter’s report re- 
sulted in the composition of this Epis- 
tle. Since Paul could not go at once 
to his beloved Church, he decided to 
write. 


The Epistle is full of doctrine, but 
there is little reproof and correction. 
It contains a few valuable exhortations. 
The Thessalonian believers had receiv- 
ed the teaching of the Apostle and were 
established in the truth of the Gospel. 


We have before us a fourfold mes- 
sage designed (1) To confirm new con- 
verts in the fundamental truths taught 
them; (2) To instruct them in practices 
of holy living; (3) To comfort be- 
reaved believers and (4) To instruct 
all on the great theme of Christ’s re- 
turn. The Epistle was destined to be 
treasured by Christians to the end of 
time. 


CHAPTER ONE 





These believers were said, in the 
first chapter, to be “in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Planted 
in this relationship, they were environ- 
ed by love, united in power, estab- 
lished in doctrine, assured of triumph 
over death and inspired by the hope 
of the Lord’s coming. 


What unspeakable riches! 


Verse 3 refers to the three great 
principles of faith, hope and love which 
formed the basis of their spiritual life. 
Verse 8 illustrates the work of faith; 
verse 9 the service of love and verse 
10 the patience of hope. Verses 4 to 
10 encompass the whole Christian life. 


The sinner hears the Gospel (v. 5). 
He becomes a follower of the Lord 
(v. 6). He grows in grace and becomes 
an ensample to fellow believers (v. 7). 
He cooperates in giving forth the Word 
(v. 8). He lives a separated life (v. 9). 
He is assured of victory over the grave 
on the authority of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion and rejoices in the blessed hope 
of the Second Coming (v. 10). 


Believers are elected of God from 
eternity (v. 4). They had eternal exist- 
ence in the past, in the mind of God. 
They will have eternal existence in the 
future, in the presence of God. 


The fidelity of the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians proved how successful the preach- 
ing of the Apostles had been among 
them (v. 10). The attitude of watching 
for Christ’s return always has a puri- 
fying effect upun character and con- 
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CHAPTER TWO 





The cruel treatment suffered by the 
Apostles at Philippi (v. 2 and Acts 
16:12-40) did not make them afraid 
to risk a similar reception at Thessa- 
lonica. Men acting in this manner could 
not be accused of deceit or guile (v. 3). 


Having stood severe tests, Paul and 
his associates were trusted with the 
Gospel (v. 4). They preached to please 
God. not man (v. 5). Not once did 





they use the powers of their office for 
selfish gain (v. 6). 


They loved their converts as a nurse 
her children (v. 7). They supported 
themselves by toil (v. 9). This was 
their manner of teaching and way of 
life. 

Those who “killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, and have per- 
secuted us” are not excused, but will 
be brought into stern judgment. 


Paul’s heart rested in the sure hope 
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HE book of the 
generation of Je- 
the 
son of David, 
~ son of Abra- 


am. 
2 Abraham be- 
gat Isaac; and 
Isaac begat Ja- 
cob; and Jacob 


15 And E-li-iid begat El-é-a-zir; and 
El-€-a-zir begat Mat-than; and Mat: 
than begat Jacob; 

16 And Jacob begat Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born 
Jesus, who is called Christ. 

17 So all the generations from 
Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; and from David until the 
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of being with the Thessalonian saint’ 
in resurrection glory. Satan hindered 
an earlier meeting he had planned to 
have with them, but there would be no 
hinderances at the parousia. The great- 
er joy of being forever with the Lord 
would enrich and not mitigate the less- 
er joy of being forever with them 
(verses 17-20). 


CHAPTER THREE 





Because of the Apostle’s deep affec- 
tion for the members of the Thessa- 
lonian group, he became anxious about 
their spiritual well-being. No doubt a 
considerable period of time elapsed, 
during which he heard nothing from 
them. Modern methods of communica- 
tion and transportation were unknown 
in those days. 


He “could no longer forbear (en- 
dure the suspense)” and decided to 
send Timothy to make a personal sur- 
vey. Ministers of the Gospel can learn 
an important lesson here, regarding 
pastoral care and concern for the flocks 
over which they preside. It was an act 
of self-denial for Paul to spare Timo- 
thy from the work to accept this as- 
signment. 


The third chapter explains the joy 
that filled Paul’s heart over the good 
report brought back by his faithful 
representative. “But now that Timo- 
theus brought us good tidings of your 
faith and charity ... we were com- 
forted” (verses 6-7). 


Faith was the solid foundation, and 
charity the cement, which held togeth- 
er the superstructure of their Christian 
practices. This charity included their 
“sood (kindly) remembrance” of the 
Apostles. Paul and his helpers were 
suffering affliction at the time, but Tim- 
othy’s report regarding the steadfast 
faith of the Thessalonians revived them 
Cae 

There were however a few flaws, 
defects and imperfections in their be- 
liefs to be corrected. Certain views held 
regarding the coming of Christ in their 
lifetime, the state of those who had 
fallen asleep and other matters re- 
quiréd attention to “perfect that which 
is lacking in your faith” (v. 10). 


Paul started by commending what 
was praiseworthy, then correcting that 
which was amiss. This is a good pat- 
tern for Christians to follow when it 
appears necessary to admonish others. 


The responsibility of the believer 
(v. 12) and the ability of the Redeem- 
er (v. 13) are brought together and 
contrasted. The believer is to love 
others even as Christ loves them. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 





Paul sensed the necessity of hedging 
the newborn babes in Christ about 
with moral restraints. Important pre- 
cepts were laid down for them to fol- 
low. Their moral standards were com- 
pared with those of the heathen. Ig- 
norance of true religion is the parent 
of unchastity (v. 5). 


An erroneous expectation of the im- 
mediate coming of Christ led some en- 
thusiasts to neglect their daily work. 
Such people became dependent upon 
the bounty of others. 


Their expectation was right because 
the Church should always be ready for 
His appearing; but they were wrong in 
using this knowledge as an excuse for 
laziness (verses 11-13). 


The glory and chief hope of the 
Church will be realized at the Lord’s 
coming, and not at the Christian’s 
death. Death effects the individual, but 
the coming of Christ will bless the 
whole Church. Souls passing through 
death’s portals are invisibly and indi- 
vidually with the Lord. At the return 
of Christ the entire Church, including 
all its members, will be visibly and 
collectively with Him (verses 13-14). 


Two stages will mark the second 
coming — namely the ascension of the 
departed and living members of the 
Church ... and the descent of the Lord 
with His saints in judgment upon the 
earth (verses 15-18). 


A shout is a military form of speech, 
commanding the assembling of troops. 
The Greek meaning is a “signal-shout” 
or a “war-shout.” Jesus is represented 
as a victorious King, giving command 
to the hosts of heaven for His final 
triumph over Satan and all other foes. 


CHAPTER FIVE 





Jesus spoke of discerning the “signs 
of the times.” Paul, writing under in- 
spiration, sketched certain major trends 
that would prevail at the time of Christ’s 
return. Conditions in the world are to 
be watched, rather than dates on the 
calendar (verses 1-5). 





The thief gives no notice of his ap- 
proach. He takes precautions and 
makes careful preparations. Signs are 
scheduled to precede the Lord’s ad- 
vent, confirming the patient hope of 
the watchful believer, but the coming 


will be sudden (Matthew 24:32-36). 


Believers will escape the wrath of 
end-time judgment by being “caught 
up.” Unbelievers may expect a different 
fate (v. 9). 


These are sobering facts. We must 
not only be awake and sober, but also 
armed, watchful and guarded. The ar- 
mour here is only defensive. In Ephe- 
sians 6:13-17 the equipment is for of- 
fensive purposes. 


The helmet and breastplate cover 
both the head and heart. Greek and 
Roman helmets had high ridges at the 
center, so that the blows of a sword 
or spear fell slanting and glanced away, 
harmless. Salvation experience keeps 
one in a position where Satan’s blows 
lose their force (v. 8). 


Paul fittingly concludes the First 
Epistle to the Thessalonians by con- 
necting the first and second advents 
of Christ. Neither the tongues of men 
nor angels can adequately describe the 
glory of the Cross. The Apostle like- 
wise exhausts his prolific vocabulary 
in spreading before us the facts sur- 
rounding our Lord’s glorious appear- 
ing. 


* x 


i Sisans STYLE of this Epistle is calm 
and calculated, in accordance with 
its subject matter which deals with 
Christian duties in general, taking for 
granted the great doctrinal truths not 
yet disputed in the early Church. Paul’s 
approach in this document is positive 
and not negative. 


No deadly errors had developed to 
be combated. No vehement bursts of 
feeling or impassioned arguments were 
required. The Epistle therefore deals 
with practical matters extending be- 
yond the range of the early Thessa- 
lonians, adapted to the needs of the 
Christians of all time. 
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SYMBOLS 











I never see upon a hill 
Cedar or pine or olive tree, 
But what I think of One who died 
On Calvary. 


I never hear the hammer’s ring 
Driving the nail deep in the wood, 

But that I see pale hands whose palms 
Are red with blood. 


I never feel the dark come down 
But that I hear a piercing cry 
That tears my heart. “Eloi ... lama 
Sabachthani!” 


—John Richard Moreland. 








If you have been thinking of a new 
lesson series for your Sunday School, 
do nothing until you see and examine 
the new amazing evangelical teaching 
material in the 


N.S. S. A. 


Uniform Bible Lesson Outlines 


Here is the first complete line of 
Sunday School teaching helps based 
on the uniform lesson outlines of the 
National Sunday School Association. 

Thrilling novel aids includes work 
books, colored picture material, Sun- 
day School papers, Commentary, 
Quarterlies, flannel art—every con- 
ceivable help all correlated for easy 
exciting results. 

Three years in preparation, tested 
and proved and ready January 1 to 
inaugurate a new era in your Sunday 
School. 


Mail coupon below for full particulars. 


E will wait! Please send full particulars 
of N.S.S.A., Uniform Bible Lesson Out- 
lines, the brand new Evangelical teach- 
ing system every teacher wants to see! 


Name. 

Address. 

City, Zone__State_ 
Mail coupon today to 











THE HIGLEY PRESS 


110-118 East Oak St. Dept.SS6 Butler, Ind. 














EDITORIALS 


tain conditions, and worse, will be in- 
troduced into our part of the world. 





BABYLONIAN HISTORY 
REPEATED 


HE PRESENT AGE strikingly re- 

sembles that of ancient Babylon. 
The one world idea, the plan for a uni- 
versal language, the creation of a single 
man-made religion, are but a revival 
of systems that have brought ruin to 
past civilizations. 

The precepts of Modernism, Talmud- 
ism and Communism are emulations of 
ancient follies. God is being defied to- 
day, as in the long ago. 


Semiramis was Babylon’s “queen of 
heaven.” Initiates into her religious sys- 
tem had to pass through the seven 
mysteries in order to attain complete 
“illumination.” Carefully constructed 
degrees gradually led them into a sort 
of religious Liberalism. The seventh 
degree taught godless humanistic and 
materialistic atheism. 


The false notion of “the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man” 
originated in the Babylonian mysteries. 


What a travesty to teach that men 





steeped in sin, entertaining no respect 





or reverence for God, are His children! 





New Testament Scripture leaves no 
doubt that the fatherhood of God is 
predicated upon the experience of the 
new birth and at the same time presup- 
poses a holy life. 

It is regarded these days as a mark 
of intelligence to wear the badge of 
Liberalism, which means bringing into 
question all the rock-ribbed Christian 
fundamentals that have stood the wear 
and tear of centuries. The American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Atheism, in one of its booklets, de- 
clares religious Liberalism to be the 
first logical step toward Atheism. 

Karl Marx regarded himself as a 
Liberal in the field of politics, but to- 
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day we know that he was only inter- 
ested in promoting a pretext, behind 
which to oppose religion and ordered 
government. Lenin’s sacred cow was 
also Liberalism, until the seeds of de- 
struction were thoroughly sown in Rus- 
sia; then he took the next step. 


Modernism, Higher Criticism, Ra- 
tionalism, Evolutionism, Behaviorism, 
Freudianism, Commmunism and Athe- 
ism are all illegitimate children of 
so-called Liberalism, and as such, must 
be studiously avoided by devotees to 
Americanism. 


A dangerous trend is noted in the 
appointment of Julian Huxley, British 
biologist and pronounced enemy of 
evangelical Christianity, as head of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 


Under his management, the mind of 
all mankind is to be fashioned accord- 
ing to a universal pattern, and a new 
humanistic, international religion 
evolved. His views are set forth in a 
vicious, atheistic volume entitled, “Re- 
ligion Without Revelation.” 


And thus, Babylonian history is be- 





ing repeated before our eyes. 
—Dr. 


THE CRISIS OF 1952 
AN EVIL INFLUENCE is settling 


like a pall upon our Country. Only 
a minority of people seem to possess 
sufficient moral consciousness to com- 
prehend what is happening. Millions 
have been lulled into a stupor, so that 
they are insensible to trends toward 
catastrophe moving on all sides. 





Louis Richard Patmont 


A conspiracy exists to destroy every- 
thing precious to the heart of patriotic 
Americans and Bible-believing Chris- 
tians. Motivated by the spirit of anti- 
Christ, it would dethrone Christ in hu- 


man hearts and abolish among nations 
the principles which He enunciated. If 
permitted to run its course, Iron Cur- 
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The two political conventions in Chi- 
cago, comprise a bad omen. The yell- 
ing, screaming and hysterical croaking 
was sufficient to remind radio listeners 
and television observers of the Apoca- 
lyptic prophecy: 


“And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the 
dragon ... For they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go 
forth unto the kings of the earth.” 


Persons in all walks of life were dis- 
gusted, nauseated and horrified over 
the fact that a Christian nation should 
rely upon such methods for selecting 
leaders to fill the highest offices of 
Government. Bedlam reigned at Chi- 
cago. Liquor flowed in torrents. Money 
bags were opened to buy the votes of 
delegates. Moral values were disre- 
garded. The serious business of choos- 
ing candidates for President and Vice- 
President was debased to the level of a 
Roman holiday. The spectacle reflects 
the moral insolvency of our Country 
and the imperative demand for a re- 
building of the national character. 


A feeling of fear is gnawing at the 
hearts of discerning Christians. They 
see leftist groups siezing power ... and 
they know what this can mean to a 
parliamentary system and religious lib- 
erty. They know that a master plan is 
being promoted to change the American 
pattern of government. 


This is paraded as Internationalism 
but the motivation is anti-Christ, pav- 
ing the way for the Beast of the Apoca- 
lypse who will cause “all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, 
to receive a mark in their right hand, 
or in their foreheads: And that no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name.” 


Chart Messages——— 


Now, after making charts for thirty 
years, the draftsman presents a beautiful 
cloth-bound book of 168 pages with 20 
chapters on such subjects as: Probation 
of Angels and Men, Four Great Grave 
Openings, Four Places Called Hell, Dooms 
of Revelation, etc. 

Send $2.00 for the book and 5 big charts. 
Happy satisfaction guaranteed. C.O.D. 
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Extreme Internationalists have gain- 
ed control of political party apparatus 
in the United States. Deep in the back- 
ground, out of sight is a small group of 
conspirators, comprising the brain of 
the octopus from which tentacles reach 
in all directions. 

Party loyalties mean nothing to the 
members of this group. They regard 
political parties as mechanisms to be 
prostituted for personal purposes. They 
have unlimited financial resources. 
Their objective is world government of 
the type anticipated in the prophecies 
of the Bible to precede the second com- 
ing of Christ. 

The program provides for an over- 
riding world authority to replace na- 
tional sovereignty a one world 
economy to level American living stan- 
dards down to that of other countries 

a handful of conspirators domi- 
nating the entire human family and 
controlling all of earth’s natural re- 
sources. Under Roosevelt it was to have 
been a Soviet world. Today, the United 
Nations is their vehicle. 

Dr. Merrill F. Unger leaves no doubt 
in his new book, “Biblical Demon- 
ology,” that organized demoniacal 
agents are at work in the background. 
Silent forces rule the world. Men out of 
Christ are like checkers on the board, 
moved by an unseen hand. Their minds 
are impregnated by thoughts enanating 
from an evil supernaturalism. 

Satan is the god of the present world 
system. He operates as “an angel of 
light” in the form of what often ap- 
pears to be a higher intelligence, at- 
tacking on mental levels. His shrew- 
dest, slickest maneuver is to cause hu- 
man beings to doubt that he even 
exists. 

“We wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principatities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Demonic operations in the heavenlies 
produce their equivalents on the earth 
plane. Atheists under Satanic domina- 
tion, boasting their defiance of God, 
now have approximately one-half of 
the world’s population enslaved. Their 
goal is the destruction of everything 
good. 

Christians have a large stake in what 
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is happening .. . and they have a power- 
ful weapon in their hands—the weapon 
of prayer. They need to put it to use 
today as never before. 


McCARRAN IMMIGRATION 
BILL 
Y THE MARGIN of one vote, the 


Senate overrode a Presidential veto 
and placed on the statute books the 
McCarran-Walter Bill, following action 
taken in the House earlier last month. 


The Bill maintains racial propor- 
tions. According to Senator Herbert 
Lehman, the McCarran-Walter Bill is 


“Jewish and liberal 
is denounced by these 
“racist and discrimi- 


opposed by 
groups,” and 
groups as being 
natory.” 

Senator McCarran said the bill pro- 
vides “a sound immigration and natur- 
alization system essential to the pre- 
servation of our way of life,” and he 
continued, “will provide for more 
thorough screening of aliens seeking to 
enter the United States, especially in 
the case of security risks.” 


McCarran stated that opponents to 
the bill wanted to change the ethnical 
and cultural composition of the United 
States by flooding the nation with 
Orientals and other ethnic groups with 
a Lehman substitute bill. 


—Reason. 


WAR VETERANS CONDEMN 
UNESCO 


LGER HISS wrote the Charter of 

the United Nations and patterned 
it to a great extent after the so-called 
Constitution of Soviet Russia, frequent- 
ly paraphrasing the wording of that 
document. 

Through arbitrary action and with- 
out authority from any source, there 
was formed within the body of the 
United Nations, self-granted powers for 
a one world government. 


To make the plot effective, hundreds 


of international organizations have 
been established such as the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 


Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the 
International Labor Organization, the 
International Court, the International 
Economic Organization, the Atlantic 
Pact, the Atlantic Community, Inter- 


national Education Organization, Inter- 
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national Child Welfare, the Human 
Rights Convention, the Genocide pact, 
and_ others. 


The existence of these bodies com- 


| prise a blueprint for world government, 


designed to circumvent the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and incor- 
porate our Nation into a gigantic anti- 
God system. 


Prayer has yet to be offered for the 





first time at any gathering of the 
United Nations. 7 








An example of how the international 
manipulators are trying to put their 
scheme across is noted in the meeting 
of the International Labor Organiza- 
tion held at Geneva, Switzerland last 
June. 


Applying an unused meaning to the 
word, “convention,” this body passed 
a Convention entitled “Minimum Stan- 
dards of Social Security” and sub- 
mitted it to 65 countries, including the 
United States, for ratification. Once 
ratified by any nation, the Convention 
becomes a treaty, binding that nation to 
its provisions. 

In practical application, it means 
that if the United States Senate should 
become two-thirds liberal and _ leftist, 
its members would be in position to 
bind the American people to this and 
similar Conventions. And, incidentally, 
a measure providing for Socialized 
Medicine was attached, designed to foist 
Oscar Ewing’s program upon the Coun- 
try, despite popular aversion. 

Objection to such proposals was 
registered early in August by the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars, at their annual 
assemblage in Los Angeles. By the 
adoption of a resolution, this group 
condemned teaching the UNESCO study 
program in American public schools. 


Before voting, the veterans heard 
Miss Florence Fowler Lyons, Beverly 
Hills, California school teacher, de- 
scribe the program as “An alien in the 
schoolroom ... attacking innocent chil- 
dren’s minds, diabolically rooting up 
your children’s faith in God, in flag, 
in country and in home.” 
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Wt MAY decry dogma, but we can 
not dispense with doctrine. It 
takes demonstrated truth to illuminate, 
to liberate, to set souls free. 


Christ, the final arbitrer of all relig- 
ious disputes, declared: “If any man 
will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.” The Master’s favorite dis- 
ciple and servant said: “Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” 


The Apostle Paul, plumed knight of 
primitive Christianity, was very pro- 
nounced on the necessity of adherence 
to Christian doctrine, inasmuch as it 
contained the truth which strikes from 
the human soul the shackles of error 
and falsehood. He exhorted Titus to 
speak the things becoming to sound 
doctrine as he also admonished Timo- 
thy, his son in the Gospel, to give at- 
tendance to doctrine. 


He held inviolable in his mind and 
confidently declared that the Holy 
Scriptures, the God-breathed writings 
(the theopneusta) were profitable for 
doctrine and instruction in righteous- 
ness. With the same earnest intent, he 
faithfully warned the Ephesian Chris- 
tians not to be carried about wit! every 
wind of doctrine. 


Ministers of most denominations are 
commissioned and commanded, to be 
ready with all diligence, to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines contrary to God’s Word. 
Those who fall beneath the standard of 
service will be responsible before God 
for betraying precious souls. 


THE DOCTRINE AFFIRMED 


Justification, the subject under dis- 
cussion, is one of the great cardinal 
doctrines of historical and evangelical 
Christianity. It was taught and incul- 


cated to others by Christ; formulated, 
emphasized and elaborated by Paul. Be- 
dimmed and even lost during the dis- 
mal Dark Ages, it was resurrected and 
reinstated by the daring and indomit- 
able Martin Luther. With dauntless 
courage and defiance this foremost Pro- 
testant Reformer hurled into the face 
of apostates, the great slogan — Sola 
fides justificet (by faith alone one is 
justified). 


How true to this ideal standard of 
the Gospel was John Wesley when he 
wrote into the Discipline of the Metho- 
dist Church the immortal Ninth Arti- 
cle: “We are accounted righteous be- 
fore God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith 
and not by our own works or deserv- 
ings; wherefore that we are justified by 
faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, 
and very full of comfort.” 


THE DOCTRINE CONFESSED 


Let us note the meaning of the term 
justify. The word as used in the evan- 
gelical or Scriptural sense is from the 
Greek dikaio, meaning to acquit or to 
pardon or to pronounce righteous. 


It is, therefore, a forensic term used 
in a judicial sense, describing a court 
transaction in which God the moral Gov- 
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ernor of the Universe absolves the peni- 
tent sinner from his personal guilt and 
judicially declares him righteous be. 
fore the law. It is the divine sovereign 
act of pardon or forgiveness. 


“Blessed are they whose iniquities 
are forgiven.” (Romans 4:7) “In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins.” (Ephesians 
1:7) “Forgiving one another, as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
(Ephesians 4:32) “Her sins which are 
many, are forgiven.” (Luke 7:47) 


“That they may receive forgiveness 
of sins.” (Acts 26:18) “He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins.” (I John 
1:9) “Whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins.” (Acts 10: 
43) “That he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus.” (Romans 3:26) “And by him 
all that believe are justified from all 
things.” (Acts 13:39) 


Abraham believed God and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness. 
“But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungod- 
ly, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness.” (Romans 4:5) 


THE DOCTRINE EXPLAINED 


How can we reconcile the Pauline 
doctrine of justification of faith with- 
out the deeds of the law (Romans 3: 
27 and Galatians 3:11) with the state- 
ment of James that a man is justified 
by works and not by faith only? 
(James 2:24) 


This is easily and scripturally ex- 
plained when we take into considera- 
tion that the word justify has two defi- 
nite, distinct meanings. It means to 
pardon in the one instance and to ap- 
prove and vindicate in the other. 


Paul speaks of what theologians call 
a justification in foro dei (in the court 
of God), while James speaks of a justi- 
fication in foro hominis (in the court 
of man). The former is a justification 
FROM something, while the latter is a 
justification IN something. 


Paul’s justification, therefore, is that 
of pardon or forgiveness while 
James’ justification is that of vindica- 
tion or approval. God does not vindi- 
cate or approve of the sinner, but on 
the condition of faith, pardons the peni- 
tent. But He vindicates and approves 
the righteous. 


The Roman Catholic view of justifi- 
cation is quite different from the Luth- 
eran conception of justification. When 
Luther uttered his slogan in Latin “Sola 
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fides justificat,” the organized Church 
came back with the slogan, “Non sola 
fides justificat” (not by faith alone is 
one justified). The latter dogma on the 
doctrine of justification confuses evan- 
gelical justification with good works. 


Evangelical justification as _ pro- 
pounded by Paul and later by Luther 
is external, legislative or judicial. It 
connotes what is done for us. Therefore 
it is not the gradual infusion of intrin- 
sic righteousness into the human heart, 
but the instantaneous forgiveness of the 
penitent sinner. 


The Protestant view in general, and 
the Armenian view in particular, that 
justification is synonymous with par- 
don undoubtedly has the sanction and 
support of the Scriptures. 


The nature of the faith by which 
one is justified or pardoned is para- 
mount. Justification is conditional. Mere 
intellectual, historical, acquiescent or 
commonly speaking, head faith, is es- 
sential as far as it goes but is not suf- 
ficient. 


The supreme act of faith upon which 
justification is predicated is the voli- 
tional, evangelical, appropriating act 
of faith which accepts and receives 
Christ as personal Saviour. This fully 
accords with Paul’s affirmation that 
with “the heart man believes unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation.” (Ro- 
mans 10:10) 


THE DOCTRINE’S CONCOMITANTS 


The great cardinal doctrine of justi- 
fication which is one of the distinguish- 
ing tenets of Protestantism should not 
be treated entirely in the abstract, be- 
cause it has certain inseparable con- 
comitants such as regeneration, adop- 
tion, and the Witness of the Spirit. 


Justification is a court transaction 
which takes place in the mind of God. 
Whereas regeneration, its cardinal con- 
comitant, transpires in the human heart, 
imparting eternal life to the penitent 
believer. Justification changes one’s re- 
lation to the moral law ... and regen- 
eration changes one’s inward spiritual 
state or condition. 
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never ceased to be His creature and so 
morally transforms his spiritual na- 
ture that he becomes a true son. Justi- 
fication only precedes regeneration in 
the logical order of thought. Being con- 
comitants they actually occur at the 
same time. 


Another concomitant of justification 
is the “Witness of the Spirit.” To John 
Wesley, by common consent, belongs 
the credit for giving the clearest and 
most classical definition of this great 
truth. These are the memorable words 
of the founder of Methodism: “By the 
Witness of the Spirit I mean an inward 
impression on the heart, whereby the 
Spirit of God directly and immediately 
bears witness with our spirit that we 


are the children of God.” 


How aptly this formal definition 
blends with the Scriptural statements: 
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.” “And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father.” 


Adoption is another concomitant of 
justification. The moment one is justi- 
fied and regenerated, he is immediately 
adopted into the family of God, the 
Household of Faith and henceforth ac- 
corded all the privileges and preroga- 
tives of a son. 


THE DOCTRINE CONFIRMED 


The effect of justification is empha- 
sized in many passages of Scripture. 

The first effect of justification is the 
absence of the guilt of condemnation, 
and the conscious realization of peace. 
“Being justified by faith we have peace 
with God.” 


Isaiah the evangelical pgophet in the 
Old Testament graphically describes 
the inestimable treasure of peace, pos- 
sessed by the believer: “The work of 
righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and as- 
surance forever.” 


Paul, Luther, Wesley and the grand 
army of Protestant preachers across 
the Christian centuries have proclaimed 
the glad Gospel of free salvation by 
grace through faith. Justification by 
faith has been correctly described as a 
“most wholesome doctrine and very 
full of comfort.” 
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ODAY there is an insistent call for 

strong action against the forces 
which undermine and threaten the exist- 
ence of the Christian way of life. We 
know these forces are finding expression 
in the atheism being taught insidiously 
through many channels, especially in the 
irreligion of Communism, in the decay 
of public and private morals, and in the 
emphasis upon crassly materialistic goals 
in life. 


A basic explanation of much of the 
present ferment and unrest will be found 
in the epigram, “He who believes noth- 
ing can be made to believe anything.” 


When people have no compelling good 
motive in their lives, it is easy for them 
to be led into the acceptance of evil 
motives. 


Where life is not dominated by the 
Christian law of love, it is likely to be 
led into the lawlessness of hate. 


However necessary, military and eco- 
nomic programs are not the final ans- 
wer. Ideas, faith, and loyalties are the 
most effective weapons. The world needs 
the right outlook on life, the right plan, 
and the right instrument for action. The 
Christian Church supplies all three. 


Yet, while many billions of dollars 
and tremendous efforts are being poured 
into defense in other ways, the Chris- 
tian Church has not been made strong 
enough to fulfill the responsibilities laid 
upon it by the needs of our times. 
Christian resources must be mobilized 


here and now. 


—Bishop Walter H. Gray 
Episcopal Church 
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ESUS said: “Sit down and count 
the cost.” Count means to think — 
an exercise often missing! 


I recently came upon the following 
indictment of mental inertia. “Only 
five per cent of the people think. Ten 
per cent think that they think, while 
eighty-five per cent would rather die 
than think.” 


It might be well to ask those who 
are sworn into public office, “And do 
you solemnly promise to think?” 


There is nothing particularly dra- 
matic about the little word “think,” 
but if you were to start tracing most 
bad situations back to their beginnings, 
you would find that somebody didn’t 
think properly. 


I know of a case where scalding 
tears are covering the cheeks of a 
young woman because she did not thin/: 
before choosing her companion. She 
met a young man at a dance hall for 
the first time. In four weeks he pro- 
posed and two months later they were 
married, only for her to discover that 
he was a libertine, a gambler and a 


drunkard. 


When Jesus said, “Count the cost,” 
He was saying to try and anticipate 
the end from the beginning, to move 
cautiously. For just as the oak is in 
the acorn, as the fire is in the match. 
as the sin is in the thought and the 
harvest is in the seed, so the end is 
potential in the beginning. 


Be careful at the start and the end 
will hold no dread. Let the first over- 
draft be avoided, and there will be no 
bankruptcy. Let not the first game be 
played, and there will be no gambler. 
Let the first drink be shunned. and 
there will be no drunkard. 


There is on record many a dishonest 
transaction, miserable divorce suit, un- 
timely death, financial failure, unhap- 








py backslider, because men and women 
failed to count the cost, because they 
did not think, because they leaped be- 
fore they looked. 


“Think” hangs as a motto in every 
F.B.I. office. Too bad it doesn’t hang 
in every home! The old precept, “Look 
before you leap,” contains wholesome 
admonition. 


~~ 


OST of the trouble in our Churches 

is caused by people too small to 
see beyond their private opinions, too 
small to see things through the eyes 
of others. Churches have been split 
wide open by little people, more deter- 
mined to save face than to save the 
world. 


Just what is your size? Stand up and 
let us see how big you are. 


Your size is determined by the way 
you take criticism. The moment a lit- 
tle person is criticized he flies to his 
own defense. He shows resentment. 


Your size is determined by how many 
people you like and do not like. The 
big man’s life is too short to feel any- 
thing but good will toward other peo- 
ple. The big man will go the second 
mile. The littke man turns his head. 
and bites his tongue, while his heart 
skips a beat. The big man returns good 
for evil. 


Your size is determined by how you 
take defeat and failure and misfortune. 
The little man looks around to see 
who he can blame for his failure. The 
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Church needs big men. Oh! not seven- 
footers or three hundred pounders — 
for the size of a man is not determined 
by avoirdupois. 


“The real test of a big man is not 
how he ‘acts’ when all goes well, but 
how he ‘re-acts’ when all goes wrong.” 


HE CHURCH grows fastest when 

the fires of evangelism burn the 
hottest. A congregation that does not 
evangelize will paralyze. Blood that 
does not flow coagulates. Coagulation 
means death. Winning the lost is not 
secondary: it is primary. It is not in- 
cidental; it is fundamental. 


True evangelism is predicated on 
power from above human levels. We 
can have a mere series of meetings 
without power, but not a revival. A 
Church can be filled with activity, and 
be devoid of vitality. We can be well 
equipped physically for Christian work, 
without being qualified spiritually. If 
the world is to be evangelized, Churches 
must be revitalized. 


Until we are equipped with God’s 
power, we are static. When we are en- 
dued with spiritual power, we are dy- 
namic. Painting a pump to_ purify 
water would be as effective as trying 
to have a revival apart from the super- 
natural. 


A paralysis of worldliness has chill- 
ed our compassion, muffled the Church’s 
voice, retarded her influence, compro- 
mised her testimony, made decrepit her 
step, shifted her emphasis and render- 
ed impotent her efforts. Formalism has 
supplanted evangelism in many places. 
Not a few preachers are more apathetic 
than they are prophetic. 


Revivals cannot be worked up; they 
are prayed down. To work up a revival 
is to try and save men by human mech- 
anics, but to pray down a revival is to 
save them by divine dynamics. 


———————= << 


HERE ARE two popular delusions 

regarding happiness. The, first is 
that one can be happy when he arrives 
at a certain destination. But I concur 
with a man who wrote: “Success is a 
journey and not a destination.” 


Happiness is to be found along the 
way, not at the end of the road. It is 
a process, not a goal. The time for 
happiness is today, not tomorrow. If 
you wait to arrive at happiness, you 
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will find yourself constantly chasing 
images. Resolve to enjoy your place 
in life today, and your tomorrows will 
take care of themselves. 


Consider the creed, written a century 
ago by Stephen Gorellet: “I expect 
to pass this way but once. Any good, 
therefore, that I can do, or any kind- 
ness that I can show to any fellow crea- 
ture, let me do it now, for I shall not 
pass this way again.” 


Some people think they will be hap- 
py when reaching a given destination, 
when they get a better job, when they 
acquire a certain income, when they 
are married, when a baby is born, when 
they recover from illness, when their 
bills are all paid and they own a new 
car. As if happiness consisted in things! 


The second delusion is that we can 
buy a ticket or pay admission to hap- 
piness. True happiness is not to be 
found on the bargain counter. You 
can buy a little fun for a quarter, or 
a little pleasure for a dollar, but hap- 
piness is not a commodity. 


You deceive yourself to think of 
happiness as something on the outside. 
It isn’t! It is rather a state of mind, 
an attitude of heart, a matter of spir- 
itual orientation. 


Happiness does not come by indul- 
gence. You can get a counterfeit, re- 
sembling happiness by indulgence, but 
not the real thing. The material world 
cannot give what it does not possess. 
Christ opened the road to happiness a 
long time ago, in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 


He said that happiness does not con- 
sist of what we have or do not have, 
but in what we are. “Blessed are.” 
“Blessed are.” “Blessed are.” He gave 
nine routes to happiness and every one 
was based upon a state of being, ac- 
companied by an unselfish attitude of 
serving and living for others. 


All nine refer to an internal condi- 
tion, teaching us that happiness can 
only exist in right character. “Blessed 
are the pure in heart” — not blessed 
is the man who has succeeded in amass- 
ing a fortune, or the woman who has 
become the darling of society. 


HE IDEA OBTAINS that religion 

is something to be enjoyed rather 
than shared. There is plenty we can 
share. 


In our attics, basements, pantries, 





cupboards, bureau drawers, clothes 
closets, barns, garages, are millions of 
dollars worth of perfectly good things 
such as furniture, clothing, linens, cur- 
tains, toys, baby things, that can be 
given to those in need. 


A man once said in my hearing: “I 
have nothing of importance to share 
with anyone.” He was mistaken. A wo- 
man at a well was once blessed for 
merely giving a drink of water, accord- 
ing to the New Testament record. 


There are many ways in which you 
can give. You can give yourself. The 
French have a proverb: “He gives noth- 
ing who does not give himself.” If 
you want to add happiness to those 
around you, at the same time bringing 
new blessings to your own soul, then 
give yourself. It is the spirit and not 
the substance that counts. Be a Good 
Samaritan. 


You need not worry a second because 
you lack money or material things. A 
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By Rev. F. Lincicome 


well known writer says: “You can 
give yourself extravagantly and reap 
great happiness from your giving with- 
out reaching for your billfold.” In- 
deed, of all things a person may give, 
money is the least permanent in the 
pleasure it produces. 


Within each of us is a great store 
of givable riches. We withhold every 
day, many little gifts, which if circu- 
lated, would make our world a hap- 
pier place. 


For three cents Uncle Sam will co- 
operate with you in one of the most 
acceptable forms of giving. A plan 
of systematic three cent giving can 
carry a wealth of warmth and friend- 
ship. 


Three pennies is a small investment, 
but a kind letter often does wonders 
for someone passing through a trying 
experience. There are many things mon- 
ey cannot buy, more precious than 
silver and gold, that we can give. 





WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? — A 
stimulating appraisal of life which 
answers the cynicism of the baffled 
and disillusioned, puts muscle into 
Christian character and challenges all 
to face problems with faith. 


A LOT IN SODOM — The Au- 
thor’s best-known sermon, setting 
forth the far-reaching outcome of 
choices and their disastrous influence 
when made apart from the counsel 


of God. 


THE DOUBLES OF THE BIBLE 
— A suggestive Bible study which 
states old truths in a new way, right- 
ly divides the Word of Truth and 
offers light, inspiration and spiritual 
food for all. 


THE THREE D’S OF THE 
SANCTIFIED — Three prayerfully 
pondered and prepared messages set- 
ting forth the Dangers, Differences 
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ENEMIES OF THE HOME — 
A timely message and solemn warn- 
ing, calling for a rebuilding of na- 
tional character by strengthening the 
home-life of the nation. Instructive 
and inspiring. 


BEHOLD THE MAN! — No one 
can read this graphic portrayal and 
remain unmoved. It is doubtful if 
language describing the Christ has 
ever been used with more telling 
effect. 


A TRIBUTE TO MOTHER — 
An appeal for restoration of the 
American home to the type which 
cradled a race of devout, God-fearing 
men and women. A book that calls 
forth the noblest and best from wo- 
manhood. 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST — 
Question, Quest, Book, Opportunity, 
Sin, Thing, and Event. This is a 





g and Difficulties facing those who philosophical treatise in which the 
= seek to follow a holy life. principles of Christianity are applied 
= toward attaining life’s best objectives. 
2 THE SOUL — A thoughtful and 

= convincing look at the Bible doctrine PRAYER — A sincere, practical 
= of immortality with special attention and inspirational study of prayer as 
= given to false doctrines. Of special taught by the New Testament and 
= value in guarding the minds of the practiced by Jesus. It presents simple 
= young against materialistic tendencies rules to revive the faith of those who 
= of our age. may be fainting in prayer. 

= Each book 25 cents. Ten for $2.25. 
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The New Testament in the Language of the People 
A Translation by Dr. Charles B. Williams ... Moody Press . . . 580 Pages, Cloth Binding ... Price $3.00 

















ORE THAN 50,000 COPIES of 

the Williams’ New Testament are 
now in the hands of discriminate stu- 
dents of the Scriptures. It continues to 
enjoy a growing popularity because of 
its tasteful modern English and unques- 
tionable merit as a translation. 


Dr. Charles B. Williams, the trans- 
lator, recently went to his heavenly re- 
ward. He was a stalwart for the Faith 
and a scholarly student of the inspired 
Word ... with more than a half cen- 
tury of Christian service to his credit. 
He had the honor of being one of the 
world’s most renowned religious and 
classical scholars. 


The new edition of his Testament, 
for which many Bible students have 
eagerly waited, deserves special men- 
tion because of certain features that 
the first printing did not possess. 


Among other improvements, the 
verses are now numbered, to correspond 
with the King James version ... there- 
by facilitating quick reference when the 
reader desires to compare the two trans- 
lations. 


This added feature necessitated re- 
setting the type for the whole book, at 
great expense to the manufacturers. The 
finished product presents a_ pleasant 
appearance. Christians can well be 
proud to make a place for it on their 
library table. 


The print is large and arranged in 
single column, full page width. The 
footnotes are clearly indicated and un- 
obtrusive, so that reading may be pur- 
sued without interruption of thought. 


Regular readers of the New Testa- 
ment find this version refreshing. It 
often brings out hidden meanings and 
delicate shades of thought, which cast 
new light on heretofore obtuse _pas- 
sages. There need be no anxiety about 
accepting the Author’s interpretations, 
because no modernistic negation or lib- 
eral taint appears in its pages. 





T IS INTERESTING to review the 
chain of events that led up to the 
preparation of this unique translation: 


Dr. Williams taught a post-graduate 
Greek seminar class, in which the en- 
tire school-year was devoted to study- 
ing various translations of the New 
Testament. The students soon agreed 
among themselves that his own notes 
possessed unusual and _ unparalleled 
qualities — not only in the rendering 
of tenses, but also in bringing out clear- 
ly and accurately the meaning of Greek 
words and ideas. 


He was asked to collate his scattered 
memorandums and organize them into 
book form. The herculean task of pro- 
ducing the whole New Testament, in 
twentieth century vernacular, was start- 
ed a short time later. 


Besides complying with the request 
of those studying under him, other 
valid reasons for launching the project 
began to take shape in the learned 
man’s thinking. These included: 


(1) To attempt to convey accurately 
the thought of the original Greek rath- 
er than relying upon the mechanical 
translation of words. 


(2) To do for the Christians of mod- 
ern times what Tyndale aimed at doing 
400 years ago, viz. “to cause the plow- 
boy to know the Scriptures.” Dr. Wil- 
liams wanted plain people to have the 
world’s greatest Book in readable, un- 
derstandable language. 


(3) To give Bible study a fresh 
breath of air because “language is a 
fluid thing and does not remain fixed 
for a day ... thus a constant need for 
retranslation.” 


(4) To use good, smooth everyday 
English, reproducing everyday Greek, 
as used by the writers of the original 
manuscripts. In accordance with this 
aim, Dr. Williams replaced technical 
and theological terms with common 
place and more familiar expressions. 
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HEN THE TRANSLATION was 

finished, Dr. Williams said he 
had tried to use language understand- 
able to the farmer and the fisherman, 
the carpenter and the cowboy, the cob- 
bler and the cabman, the merchant and 
the miner, the milkmaid and the house- 
mistress, the woodcutter and the truck- 
er. He rightly reasoned that if those 
occupied with less intellectual labors 
could grasp the full meaning, then, so 
also would the scholar, the teacher, the 
minister, the lawyer, the doctor and 
others. 





Students must not expect to find in 
these pages the word for word transla- 
tion which characterize interlinear 
works. The translation is designed pri- 
marily to express the thought of the 
original writers, with a reproduction 
of their diction and style. 


Instead of bringing Greek idioms 
over into our language, they are bet- 
ter expressed by corresponding English 
idioms conveying the same thought as 
the original text. If some expressions 
appear too idiomatic or colloquial at 
first glance, bordering upon slang, let 
it be remembered that they sounded 
the same to people living in the days 
when the original manuscripts were 
penned. 


A few comparisons with the King 
James version will illustrate Dr. Wil- 
liams’ technique: 


Matthew 6:27. But which of you by 
worrying can add a single minute to 
his life? 

King James: Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? 


Matthew 23:24. You blind leaders, 
who are straining out the gnat but 
gulping down the camel! 

King James: Ye blind guides, which 
strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 


Luke 4:9. Then he took him to Jeru- 
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salem, and had Him stand on the tip- 
top turret of the temple, and said to 
him, “If you are God’s Son, throw 
yourself down from here, for the Scrip- 
ture says, ‘He will give His angels 


999 


direction about you to protect you’. 


King James: And he brought him 
to Jerusalem, and set him on a pin- 
nacle of the temple, and said unto him, 
If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 


down from hence. 


Luke 6:42. How can you say to your 
brother, “Brother let me get that tiny 
speck out of your eye,” when you can- 
not see the girder in your own eye? 
You hypocrite! First get the girder out 
of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly how to get out the tiny 
speck in your brother’s eye. 


King James: Either how canst thou 
say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye, when 
thou thyself beholdest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? Thou hypo- 
crite, cast out first the beam out of 
thine own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye. 


II Corinthians 11:8. I sponged on 
other churches by taking pay from 
them to render service to you. 


King James: I robbed other churches, 
taking wages of them, to do you service. 


I Timothy 5:13. Besides, as they get 
the habit of gadding about from house 
to house, they learn to be idle, and 
not only idle but gossips and busy- 
bodies, talking of things they ought not 
to mention. 


King James: And withal they learn 
to be idle, wandering about from house 
to house; and not only idle, but tat- 
tlers also and _ busybodies, speaking 
things which they ought not. 


Hebrews 12:12. So tighten the grip 
on your slipping hands; stiffen the 
stand of your knocking knees. 


King James: Wherefore lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees. 


I Peter 1:12. The angels long to 
take a peep into these things. 


King James: Which things the an- 
gels desire to look into. 


Matthew 14:20. And they all ate and 
had a plenty. 


King James: And they did all eat, 
and were filled. 


Luke 9:61. Still another man said, I 
will follow you, Lord, but let me first 
say “Goodbye to the homefolks.” 





King James: And another also said, 
Lord, I will follow thee; but let me 
first go bid them farewell, which are 
at home at my house. 


The first chapter of John’s Gospel 
is of supreme importance because it 
alludes to the fact of Christ’s deity. 
Dr. Williams renders the five opening 
verses as follows: 


“In the beginning the Word existed; 
and the Word was face to face with 
God; yea, the Word was God Himself. 
He is the One who was face to face 
with God in the beginning. It was 
through Him that everything came into 
existence, and apart from Him not a 
single thing came into existence. It was 
by Him that life began to exist, and 
that light was the light of mankind. 
So the light continues to shine in the 
darkness, for the darkness has never 
overpowered it.” 





A footnote explains that the preposi- 
tion for “face to face” in the King 
James version is “with,” but that the 
exact meaning is as Dr. Williams indi- 
cates. The word “God” is emphatic, 
and must therefore be translated “God 
Himself.” 
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OME CRITICS have thought that 
this translation comes to us in too 
much twentieth century dress. But the 
Author’s reasons were stated earlier 
in this review ... and this offers suf- 
ficient explanation for any seeming lib- 
erties that he may have taken. 


A vast multitude of readers testify 
to real enjoyment, profit and blessing 
by employing it for collateral study 
purposes with the older and more com- 
monly used King James version. 
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FALCON RANGE. By May Hall 
Thompson Christian fiction. Van 
Kampen Press, cloth binding, 128 pages, 
$1.50. This is a fast-moving and ex- 
citing story for teen agers about falcon 
hunting, ranch life, delightful adventure. 
Real educational value. 


Bob likes falcon hunting. While on a 
hunt, he and his associates find a cave 
used as a hideout by a band of outlaws. 
Many thrilling experiences, interwoven 
with high ideals for serious-minded boys 
and girls. 


OUR BOYS. By Rolf L. Vennstra ... 
Baker Book House, art covers, substan- 
tial binding, 68 pages, price 50 cents. 
Designed for men of the armed forces. 
Contains counsel on such matters as 
profanity, sex, drinking, gambling, Chap- 
el attendance, Bible study, and the choice 
of companions. A practical book, deal- 
ing with problems which Christian boys 
are called to face in the service. 





GOLD OF HER GLORY. By Emmet 
Russell ... Christian fiction. Van Kampen 
Press, cloth binding, 168 pages, $2.00. 
Flame Heather is a young woman, evi- 
dently marked out from birth to mar- 
riage, for an exciting life. At times she 
seems like a foolish, unpredictable, will- 
o-the-wisp, and at other times sober and 
deeply spiritual. 


Her soul is the scene of many con- 
flicts. Following her through this chain of 
events will prove absorbing reading for 
summer vacationing. Faith triumphs in 
the end, and she becomes a fine, stable 





person. 
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REVIVAL: GOD’S PLAN FOR TO- 
DAY. By Evangelist Merv Rosell... Van 
Kampen Press, cloth binding, 60 pages, 
$1.00. Six powerful evangelistic sermons 
on the following subjects, “Is Revival 
the Antidote for Atomic Anxiety?”, “Can 
Revivals Permanently Affect History?”, 
“Is Mass Evangelism the Revival Key?”, 
“What Is the Dynamic Force Behind 
Revivals?”, “Can Real Revival Capture 
Your City?” and “Does God Demand 
Bold Preaching for Revivals?” 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPI- 
ANS. By Dr. F. B. Meyer... Baker Book 
House, cloth binding, 261 pages, $2.50. 
Reprint of a Devotional Commentary by 
one of the world’s most famous Bible 
expositors. Nothing finer and more thor- 
ough in print on Philippians. There are 
26 messages, each with an apt title. The 
verse by verse exegesis is scholarly and 
spiritually inspiring. A book of special 
value to Ministers and Teachers. Dr. 
Meyer was a master in the art of inter- 
pretation. 
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS. By Dr. 
Charles R. Erdman ... Fleming Revell 
Company, cloth binding, 124 pages, $1.50. 
The teaching of Genesis is woven bio- 
graphically around the Book’s leading 
characters. Here is the sublime drama 
of Creation and the Fall, the coming of 
sin and its tragic consequences, the 
meaning of the promises to the men who 
made history in the first days. Enlight- 
ening, historic, prophetic, new light on 
the origin and character of man. The 
author was professor of Practical Theol- 
ogy at Princeton Theological Seminary 
and noted for his extraordinary literary 
ability. 
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HE DEFENDER CHURCH of San 

Juan, Puerto Rico, has been called 
“A missionary miracle in the West In- 
dies.” 

It stands today a living, pulsating 
testimony to the creative power of 
Christ’s Gospel for the transformation 
of human lives. 


The use of the word “miracle” in 
this instance, is not a term of over em- 
phasis. We have seen miraculous re- 
sults from evangelistic missionary en- 
deavor on this field. 

The congregation was organized by 
a small nucleus of native converts soon 
after The Defenders entered Puerto 
Rico in 1932. Services were held in a 
rented building, capable of accommo- 
dating about 50 persons. Crude benches 
were used for seats. The pulpit desk 
was a goods box. A Sunday School 
was immediately organized. 

Meetings were held every night — 
a system which has been continued 
through the years, to the present hour. 
Souls began at once accepting Christ 
as Saviour, so that the number of con- 
verts to the credit of this Church now 
reaches into the thousands. 


A long, tedious path of toil and tears 
connects the work at its humble start 
with the large and fruitful program 
now in progress. With the passing of 
the years, the congregation graduated 
at intervals from one rented building 
to another ... until finally in June, 
1945, the beautiful edifice pictured on 
this page was dedicated. 


It is owned by the Defenders or- 
ganization, but a mortgage hangs over 
the property like a pall, which faith- 
ful native Christians are praying will 
soon be lifted. 

One has to know San Juan in order 
to understand the problems which con- 
front missionary effort in that old, 
historically important Spanish city ... 
and to evaluate properly the record of 
achievement which the Defender Church 
now enjoys. 


* * * 
OLUMBUS discovered Puerto Rico 


on his second trip to the new 














world. Ponce de Leon was the Island’s 
first Governor, appointed by Spain. 
San Juan, with its narrow, winding 
streets reaching down to the water 
front, became an important link in the 
life line of the Spanish Colonial Em- 
pire. 


It is today one of the most densely 
populated spots on the globe, noted 
for its slums, suffering and sorrow. 
The moral and spiritual needs of the 
teeming masses of people residing there 
baffles description. 


The Defender Church, painted glist- 
ening white inside and outside (sym- 

















DEFENDER CHURCH AT SAN JUAN 
wail. 





bolizing the purity of its Gospel mes- 
sage), stands in the very heart of these 
slums. 


I had the good fortune of being a 
guest there a few weeks ago, Sunday 
afternoon, July 27, 1952. Reverend and 
Mrs. Diaz, the co-pastors, were very 
happy because a Sunday School rally, 
toward which they worked several 
weeks, had been that morning a glori- 
ous success. 


Their faces beamed with joy as they 
explained to me (through an_ inter- 
preter), that by actual count, a total 
of 849 children and adults had parti- 


cipated in a study of the Lesson. 


As far as can be learned, this is the 





largest Sunday School group ever to as- 








semble in the history of Puerto Rico. 





During the 20 years since The De- 
fenders began its ministry in that part 
of the world, Puerto Rico has become 
a laboratory of workable missionary 
methods. We now have more than 150 
Churches, large and small, in the West 
Indies ... each an organized congrega- 
tion under native leadership, guided 
by a Pastor instructed in the art of 
soul-winning and Church government. 
Our Seminary turns out a new group 
of trained leaders every year. 


* * * 


HILE VISITING the San Juan 

Church premises on July 27th, 
memory took me back seven years to 
the date when the building was dedi- 
cated, June 4, 1945. I could not be 
present for the meeting, but sent a 
Dedicatory Message which was trans- 
lated into Spanish and read before the 
assemblage. 


Returning to Wichita a few days ago, 
I located a copy of the Message in the 
files of the Missionary Department — 
from which the following excerpts are 
reproduced: 

“T greet you on this auspicious oc- 
casion in the Name that is above every 
name — the Name of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ ... 

















“This day marks a milestone in the 
history of Spanish Missions. For the 
members of the Defenders Congrega- 
tion at San Juan, it is a day of progress, 
a day of triumph. For the loyal Pastor 
of the Church and his faithful wife, 
Reverend and Mrs. Julio Diaz, it is a 
day of satisfaction. 

“The words of the Psalmist find 
echo in every one of our hearts: ‘I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord.’ 


“This imposing edifice, situated in 
the heart of San Juan, the capital of 
the Island, is in the truest sense the 
house of the Lord. It is, by the very 
nature of this meeting, being set apart, 
dedicated, sanctified for the service of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Its portals and 
precincts are sacred to all of us. 


“This holy place will become the 
permanent Church home of many who 
listen to the reading of my Message. 
Young people, sons and daughters of 
Christian parents, will take upon them- 
selves the vows of marriage at these 
altars. Infants will be dedicated to 
Christ from this pulpit. 


“Your friends, relatives and neigh- 
bors will bow here and embrace Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour. Funeral 
services of saints who die in the Lord 
will be conducted in this auditorium. 
Grand old hymns of the Faith will be 
sung by devout worshippers on both 
the rostrum and in the pews. The Gos- 
pel story of New Testament salvation 
will be proclaimed by good men, an- 
ointed men, from the sacred enclosures 
of this pulpit ...” 


Looking back today, it is pleasant 
to note that the building has served, 


and now serves, the purposes outlined 











in the foregoing excerpt from my Dedi- 





catory Message. 
* * * 
I HAVE TRAVELED by horseback 


in Puerto Rico, over narrow moun- 
tain trails, which seemed high enough 
to be the roof of the world. My travels 
have taken me to neighborhoods tucked 








away on mountain sides, where scenes 
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Enclosed find $ 
against the mortgage. 





NAME 


Offering Blank 


a missionary offering for the San Juan Church to apply 





A New Flag 


The world’s newest flag 
was hoisted over the city of 
San Juan late last month ... 
signalizing the official birth |. 
of the Commonwealth of — 
Puerto Rico. In every one of 
the Island’s 77 municipali- 
ties, it flew beside Old Glory. 
Governor Luis Munoz Mar- 
in said: “This emblem of the 
smallest country in the hem- 
isphere alongside that of the 
United States, means that the 
two nations, as well as the 
two peoples, are of equal 
dignity.” Puerto Rico now has 
almost complete self-govern- 
ment. The new flag, display- 
ed herewith by two Defend- 
er ladies, bears three red 
and two white stripes, and 
a triangular field of blue 
bearing a single white star. 

















of degradation, foul odors, filth, dis- 
ease, naked children and half clad 
adults left me nauseated and sick at 
heart. These people live in little shacks, 
small houses, made of thatch and bam- 
boo, with dirt floors. They enjoy none 
of the advantages that we associate with 
civilization. 


Then I have continued my climb, 
eventually reaching another community 
that has come under the influence of 
our missionary labors. The atmosphere 
would be entirely different. The houses, 
though humble, would be clean. The 
children would be clothed. The people 
would be happy, and their hearts full 
of music. They had found something to 
live for. This testifies to the regenerat- 
ing power of the Gospel! 


But leaving the interior, our chief 
concern at the moment is for the wel- 
fare of the San Juan Church. There 
remains a mortgage of $11,000 against 
the property. Another annual payment 
of $1,000 will soon be due. Contri- 
butions are earnestly solicited. The 
blank below is provided as a conven- 
ience. Regardless of the amount of your 
gift — large or small, it will be thank- 
fully received and gratefully acknowl- 
edged. 


—Gerald B. Winred 
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BIBLE READING WITH THE 
New Instant Index Bible 














A Complete New 
Mechanical Change .. . 
By the flick of the wrist — 
book ... chapter... verse 
— is located in less than twe 
seconds. 


Three styles of indexing, 
\ Variety of Products and 
Prices. $1.50 up. 
10-day money-back 


guarantee — Write for 
your free catalog today 
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‘ Instant Bible Index Co. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Applicable for all members of 
the household 


For the “Tiny Tots” — Colorful Flannel- 
graph Figures. For the adults — Ad- 
vanced Bible Studies. 
FOLLOWING THE TOPICS 
AS GIVEN BY THE 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM 
LESSONS COMMITTEE 


—Write for samples— 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


Box 6059 
Cleveland 1, Ohio 
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LESSON NUMBER ONE 





August 17, 1952 
SAUL’S TRAGIC FALL 
I Samuel 15:17-22: 18:6-9; 31:3-4 











EMORY TEXT: “Behold, to obey 

is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams.” I Sam- 
uel 15:22. 


(1) THE KEY WORD OF THE LES- 
SON IS “OBEY.” 


When Saul was first called to a posi- 
tion of leadership under Samuel’s pro- 
phetic ministry, he appeared almost 
abject in his humility. Lots were cast. 
His choice was confirmed. But he was 
absent. The people finally found him 
hiding in bashful seclusion. 


True humility is a mark of great- 
ness. Saul started well. After ascend- 
ing the throne, things changed with 
him, and not for the better. He became 
haughty, impatient, presumptuous and 
disobedient ... intoxicated with power. 


An adage says: “Some people can’t 
stand prosperity.” It often happens that 
periods of plenty are more injurious 
to personal character than seasons of 
adversity. There is less danger of as- 
serting independence from God, when 
suffering makes one conscious of his 
need. And such an independent atti- 
tude invariably breeds trouble! 


Saul’s tragedy shows what can hap- 
pen to a man who removes himself 
from God’s directive will. Three major 
acts of disobedience are recorded 
against him: 


(1) He profaned the religious life 
of his nation by assuming the role of 
priest. | Samuel, chapter 13. 


(2) He presumptuously ordered a 
fast which resulted in a tired and 
hungry army eating meat and drinking 
blood in violation of the Leviticus law. 
I Samuel, chapter 14. 


(3) He countermanded Samuel’s or- 
ders by failing to execute God’s judg- 
ments upon the wicked and defiant 
Amalekites. | Samuel, chapter 15. 


UNDAY SCHOOL 


Obedience is expected of those who 
would enjoy guidance and _ blessing 
from above. Incomplete obedience is 
disobedience disguised. 


Saul’s warped conscience caused him 
to claim that “I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lord” when he, and all others, 
knew better. He is not the last man 
to try to clothe misbehavior with hy- 
pocritical professions of piety. 


(2) THE KEY VERSE IS I SAMUEL 
15:18. 


“Go and utterly destroy the sinners 
the Amalekites, and fight against them 
until they be consumed.” 


There was an important reason for 
this decree. The Amalekites were the 
Reds of olden times. 


Esau was the first rebellious Red. 
His descendants were called Edomites. 
Redites! They were the God-defying, 
atheistic criminals of Old Testament 
times. Because Amalek was a grandson 
of Esau, the family line became known 
as Amalekites. These were the people 
whose crimes created judgment for 
themselves. Hence the order to Saul for 
their complete extermination. 


Agag was king of the ancient Reds. 
The term Gog of Ezekiel 38, refers 
to twentieth century Communists, and 
was derived from Agag. 


When a modern Red gives the Com- 
munist salute, he raises his arm with 
clenched fist against God and heaven. 
This attitude is implied by the proper 
nouns Agag and Gog. The first deals 
with the Reds historically. The latter 
deals with the Reds prophetically. The 
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name Agag symbolized the Reds of 
ancient times. The name Gog symbo- 
lizes the Reds of modern times. The 
Amalekites were to the tenth century, 
B.C., what the Communists are to the 
twentieth century. 


Saul sinned by permitting them to 
perpetuate their existence. Since mod- 
ern Reds are of the same class, condi- 
tions might now be very different in 
the world, had he done his duty. “The 
Lord will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation.” Exodus 17: 
16. 


(3) THE KEY FACT: THE WAY OF 
TRANSGRESSORS IS HARD. 


Saul’s life is a vivid illustration of 
the axiom recorded in Proverbs 13:15. 
He was a transgressor. Weaknesses of 
character showed up every time he 
was put to the test. Power went to his 
head. Prestige putrified his character. 
The white fires of jealousy burned in 
his soul. His piety was a pretense. 
Before committing suicide on the bat- 
tlefield, he first committed suicide in 
his heart. His transgressions culmin- 
ated in complete eclipse. 


LESSON NUMBER TWO 





August 24, 1952 


DAVID, A GOOD MAN 


I Samuel 18:1-5, 9-16: 
22:1-2: II Samuel 5:1-5 











EMORY TEXT: “I have found Da- 

vid, a man after mine own heart, 
which shall fulfil all my will.” Acts 
13:22: 


(1) THE KEY WORD OF THE LES- 
SON IS “LOVED.” 


We have before us the story of a 
humble shepherd boy who became a 
great king. The name David means 
“well beloved.” 


His father, Jesse, was of Moabitish 
origin, being the grandson of Boaz 
and Ruth. Two references are made to 
his mother (Psalms 86:16 & 116:16) 
but her name is not recorded. We gath- 
er from the allusions, in the poetry 
of her son, that she was a godly woman. 
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David was held in small esteem by 
his seven brothers. To him was al- 
lotted the humble task of tending 
flocks. But he beguiled the long nights 
with music. He invested his spare time 
wisely. 


Unknown to himself, he was prepar- 
ing for a brilliant career in hymn writ- 
ing. Without this training and self-dis- 
cipline, he would never have been able 
to inspire others to sing the praises of 


God. 


Here are lessons for us: Time is 
precious. Put it to good use. Some 
people speak of “killing time” — a 
form of murder. Be content to look af- 
ter the little things, the menial tasks 
today, and larger, more important re- 
sponsibilities will come tomorrow. 


Jonathan’s affection for David began 
as hero worship after the slaying of 
Goliath. The two young men entered 
into a covenant of friendship, in the 
highest degree honorable, which calls 
forth our admiration and regard. 


As a pledge of friendship Jonathan 
gave David his wearing apparel and 
armor. This seems to have been a cus- 
tom in ancient times. Compare the ex- 
change made by Glaucus and Diomedes 
in Homer’s Iliad. 


David possessed a loving and lov- 
able nature. This motive predominated 
in everything he said and did. It lifted 
him above bitter, spiteful, vengeful 
levels and made his soul big and com- 
passionate. 


(2) THE KEY VERSE IS I SAMUEL 
18:14, 


“David behaved himself wisely in 
all his ways.” 


If we put together, like a mosaic, 
the whole picture of David recorded 
in the various Biblical biographical 
sketches, we find the foundations of 
his character to be laid in an unshaken 
reliance upon God. 


His mouth continually overflows 


with heartfelt praise. His actions are 
redolent of the nobility inspired by 
a life of prayer. His sins stand out 
prominently because of their rarity. 


He never acted as if sure of himself. 
He fought Goliath in dependence upon 
God. He strummed the harp for Saul 
only that the king be blessed, and not 
to display his musical skill. He hid 
from the jealous ruler as much to pro- 
tect Saul from the guilt of murder, as 
to preserve himself. The providential 
circumstances, so frequent in David’s 
life, were an evidence of God’s bless- 
ing on a man living within His will. 


(3) THE KEY FACT: GOD SUP- 
PLIES GRACE FOR SPECIAL NEEDS. 


David lived a hazardous life. He 
was hunted, harassed and murderously 
attacked. Conspiracies, like nets, were 
woven about him. Temptations were 
thrown in his path. But special emer- 
gencies were met by special grace! 


There is a place now called Deir- 
Dubban in Palestine, where pits, un- 
derground vaults and caves have always 
existed. They are surrounded by per- 
pendicular sides, of soft limestone, or 
chalky rocks. Even while hiding in 
those dismal surroundings, the Spirit 
of the Lord was David’s companion. 


Out of these trials and tribulations 
he could sing songs of triumph and set 
words of inspiration to music: 


“For in time of trouble he shall 
hide me in his pavilion: in the secret 
of his tabernacle shall he hide me; 
he shall set me up upon a rock.” 
Psalm 27:5. 


“For thou art my rock and my fort- 
ress; therefore for thy name’s sake 
lead me, and guide me.” Psalm 31:3. 


“IT will say of the Lord, He is my 
refuge and my fortress: my God; in 
him will I trust.” Psalm 91:2. 


God’s children are not guaranteed 
a life of tranquility and ease, but they 
are promised grace in the hour of need. 


LESSON NUMBER THREE 





August 31, 1952 


KING DAVID’S REIGN 
II Samuel 5:6-10; 8:13-15; 9:1-7 











EMORY TEXT: “As for God, his 

way is perfect; the word of the 
Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all 
them that trust in him.” II Samuel 
22:31. 


(1) THE KEY WORD OF THE LES- 
SON IS “DAVID.” 


David’s name occurs many times in 
our short Scripture reading. He is the 
central personality of the lesson and 
also of the period of history under 
consideration. 


His early out-of-doors life was sim- 
ple and healthy. This built for him an 
excellent physique and robust consti- 
tution. We do not read of him ever 
being sick in all his 70 years. Nor was 
he a weakling in any respect. His short- 
ness of stature was never a handicap. 
He was comely, ruddy faced, possibly 
auburn or red haired, and a lover of 
music. (I Samuel 16:12-18; 17:42) 


David’s physical strength was legen- 
dary. He could run like the gazelle 
and break a strong bow with his hands. 


(Psalm 18:33- 34) 
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Necessity demanded that he should 
be a man of war. The cup of iniquity 
was overflowing among the nations 


around him. Putrefaction had devel- 
oped, and the health of humanity de- 
manded its removal. Hence the con- 
flict with the Jebusites recorded in to- 
day’s lesson. 


It was the first expedition of David, 
after becoming King of the whole 
country. The place was strongly forti- 
fied and deemed impregnable. This ex- 
plains the insulting taunt hurled by 
the Jebusites, about needing only the 
lame and blind to defend their posi- 
tion. The citadel was located at Jebus, 
which later became known as_Jeru- 
salem. 


David offered a prize to any man 
who would lead the way up the “gut- 
ter” as a surprise maneuver to throw 
the enemy off balance. This refers to 
the existence of a secret subterranean 
passage. 


(2) THE KEY VERSE IS II SAMUEL 
5:10. 


Following his victory over the Jebu- 
sites, “David went on, and grew great, 
and the Lord God of hosts was with 
him.” 


How great did David become? The 
length of his reign was 40 years. His 
record of statesmanship for political 
acumen and integrity is unexcelled. The 
people trusted him because they knew 
he was honest. 


The Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Com- 
mentary says: “Though involved in 
foreign wars, he maintained an excel- 
lent system of government at home, 
the most eminent men of the age com- 
posing his cabinet of ministers.” 


God was David’s partner. He relied 
upon help, strength and guidance from 
above human levels. Who will say that 
his pattern is not needed among the 





nations today, including our own be- 
loved United States? Mink coats as a 
modern symbol of corruption in gov- 
ernment were unknown during David’s 
administration. 


Dr. Frank Gunsaulus, the noted Chi- 
cago preacher, once voiced the ideal 
toward which public officials should 
reach, when he said: “Statesmanship 
is seeing where Almighty God is going 
and then getting things out of His way.” 


The proudest heritage of the Amer- 
ican Republic is the fact that its found- 
ers, like David, sought to know the 
mind of God. Our danger today is the 
fact that this heritage is being wasted! 


(3) THE KEY FACT: THERE ARE 
JEBUSITES TO BE CONQUERED. 


The name Jerusalem, given to Jebus, 
means “city of peace.” It is an irony 
of history, that a place which has seen 
so little peace and so much bloodshed, 
should have been thus named. 


Late in life, David had to settle with 
Araunah, a Jebusite, for the threshing- 
floor on which to offer sacrifice, the 
spot where Solomon later built his 
Temple. (II Samuel 24:18, 24) 


Let us think of David as being en- 
gaged in the task of establishing a new 
kingdom, in which he found many emis- 
saries of wickedness and adversaries 
of God. These had to be eliminated. 


So it is with those who come to re- 
gard themselves as a kingdom, in which 
they desire Christ to be enthroned as 
King. (“Christ in you the hope of 
glory.”) 

There are old Jebusites of sinful de- 
sires, perverse appetites, base habits, 
secret sin and lusts of the flesh to be 
expelled in order to make way 
for the new King and his system of gov- 
ernment. “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” II Corinthians 5:17. 
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LESSON NUMBER FOUR 





September 7, 1952 
DAVID’S CHASTENING 


II Samuel 12:1-15; 18:32, 33; 
24:18-25 











4% AEMORY TEXT: “Create in me a 
LY clean heart, O God: and renew 
a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. 


(1) THE KEY WORD OF THE LES- 
SON IS “SIN.” 


Our argument for the veracity of the 
Bible. is that it tells the whole truth 
about so many leading characters. Both 
the good and the bad, the sins and vir- 
tues, are recorded. 


No reputations are gilded or evil 
deeds obscured. Counterfeit Scriptures 
could be expected to cover up _ the 
crimes of its heroes. David’s heinous 
sin, discussed in today’s lesson, left 
an indelible stain upon his character. 


The use of parables is a favorite 
style of speaking among Oriental peo- 
ple, especially when some unwelcome 
truth has to be conveyed. Nathan’s 
exquisitely pathetic tale was founded 
on a common custom of pastoral peo- 
ple who raise pet lambs as precious 
possessions. 


Prior to meeting Bath-sheba, David 
had lived an exemplary moral life. 
This fact makes more painful the read- 
ing of his tragic lapse. Unlike other 
Eastern rulers of ancient and modern 
times, there is no record that he had 
a craze for harems. 


The statement, “I gave thee thy mas- 
ter’s house, and thy master’s wives” 
(II Samuel 12:8), means only that in 
God’s providence, David had inherited 
all of Saul’s possessions. History furn- 
ishes conclusive evidence that he never 
actually married any of the wives of 
Saul. The harem of a preceding king, 
according to Oriental notions, auto- 
matioally became part of the succes- 
sor’s regalia. 

One cannot help wondering what 
must have been David’s mental emo- 
tional state, that such atrocious crimes 
had to be recorded against him. The 
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sending of Uriah, Bath-sheba’s hus- 
band, into battle under circumstances 
that meant certain death was an unfor- 
givable act, judged according to hu- 
man standards. 


But God heard the penitent’s cry 
and granted forgiveness according to 
the principle of unmerited grace. Da- 
vid could therefore exclaim: “For as 
the heaven is high above the earth, so 
great is his mercy toward them that 
fear him.” Psalm 103:11. 


(2) THE KEY VERSE IS l! SAMUEL 
12:13. 


“I have sinned against the Lord.” 


Nathan’s awful words, “Thea art the 
man,” pierced the King’s heart, areused 
his conscience and drove him te his 
knees. The sineerity and depth of his 
penitent sorrow are evinced by various 
Psalms which he composed later, in- 
cluding the thirty-second and fifty-first. 


“Wash me thoroughly from mine in- 
iquity,” he cried, “‘and cleanse me from 
my sin.” 


David was chastened. God chastens 
whom He loves. We read in Hebrews 
12:8 that to live without the chastise- 
ment of God, is to be a bastard and not 
a son. This may be an unpalatable sign 
of sonship, but it is potent. David suf- 
fered for the rest of his life, but his 
songs prove that God’s grace ever 
proved sufficient. The clouds of chas- 
tisement, every now and again, would 
part so that he could see the golden 
glory of the sun. 


“If we confess our sins He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” (I John 1:9) 


(3) THE KEY FACT: MEN REAP 
WHAT THEY SOW. 


David was pardoned in the sight of 
God, but the effect of his sin lingered. 
After Nathan’s exposure, “the sword 
never departed from his house.” (II 
Samuel 12:10) 


The long series of heart-breaking ex- 
periences which came upon his family 
included the outrage of a daughter, 
Tamar, by his eldest son Ammon and 
Ammon’s murder by servants of an- 
other son, Absalom ... followed by a 
rebellion led by Absalom, involving 
a hard civil war in which the latter 
was killed ... and other tragedies of 
equal intensity. 


“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also reap,” (Galatians 6:7) applies 
to persons in all walks of life, includ- 
ing kings. 


LESSON NUMBER FIVE 





September 14, 1952 
DAVID’S DEVOTION TO GOD 


II Samuel 7:1-19, 28-29: 
I Chronicles 15:16, 25-27 











EMORY TEXT: “Serve the Lord 
with gladness: come into his pres- 
ence with singing.” Psalm 100:2. 


(1) THE KEY WORD OF THE LES- 
SON IS “HOUSE.” 


The word “house” occurs several 
times in our lesson. The reference is 
primarily to David’s family. House, in 
this instance, means a Dynasty. 


A King, who started as a shepherd, 
was to start a royal line destined to 
influence all mankind. The youngest 
of Jesse’s obscure family was to found 
a line of emperors. “But God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are 
mighty.” (I Corinthians 1:27) 


The corr _.sation with Nathan took 
place in David’s palatial residence, 
built by Hiram of cedar from Leban- 
on. It was magnificent for that age, 
though made wholly of wood. Cedar 
was the rarest and most valuable tim- 
ber. 


The elegance and splendor of the 
royal mansion was in direct contrast 
with the dilapidated, temporary Taber- 
nacle in which the Ark of the Covenant 
rested. This fact troubled David’s mind. 


His pious purpose to construct a 
permanent building for divine worship 
was respected ... but it remained for 
his son Solomon to materialize the 
ideal. Speaking through Nathan, God 
said: “And when thou shalt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after 
thee.” 


The centuries record a twofold fulfill- 
ment of this promise. There was an 
immediate application in the succes- 
sion of Solomon to the throne ... and 
a broader, more important significance 
involving the incarnation of the Etern- 
al Son. 


David was in the bloodline of divine 
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heredity that ran from Eden to the 
Manger. The seed from which a body 
could be formed, to house deity, was 
potentially in his loins. This explains 
the providential care that was exer- 
cised over his life. The word “house” 
carries with it a symbolic meaning that 
deserves attention at this juncture. 


The human body is called a house 
in II Corinthians 5:1-2. As such, it is 
also referred to as “the tabernacle of 


the Holy Ghost.” 


The Church is also referred to as 
a “building” (Ephesians 2:19-22; I 
Peter 2:5; Revelation 21:3). Christians 
belong to an everlasting House, the 
Dynasty of Jesus Christ. 


(2) THE KEY VERSE IS Il SAMUEL 
7:18. 


“Then went king David in, and sat 
before the Lord.” 


This is a picture of a man at prayer 
— a man in communion with his 
Maker. 

David prayed in every crisis, when 
faced with the necessity of making im- 
portant decisions. This was the secret 
of his greatness. A great reservoir of 
spiritual power was ever before him, 
and he knew how to appropriate 
strength from this omnipotent source. 


He “sat before the Lord.” Sitting 
was an attitude of worship. He as- 
sumed, privately, before God in prayer, 
the position which the greatest digni- 
taries of his day occupied in the pres- 
ence of kings. He squatted on his heels, 
a custom of oriental peoples. The Mos 
lem prays that way. 
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David was thus as conscious of God’s 
presence unseen, as he would have been 
of a human visitor. His physical pos- 
ture reflected the spiritual position in 


which he placed himself before God. 


(3) THE KEY FACT: PRAISE BE- 
SPEAKS SPIRITUALITY. 


Praise to God was a potent force in 
David’s life. There was much suppli- 
cation, but there was also an abun- 
dance of praise. In the Psalms alone, 
there are 180 references to praise — 
more than in all the other books of 
the Bible combined. 


David calls upon men to praise God. 
He says it is good to do so, to sing 
praises. He adds that it is pleasant to 
do so. He further states that it is comely 





to praise God. (See Psalm 147:1.) 


Spiritual praise expresses the deep. 
est feelings of the soul. Intellect, will 
and emotions are all involved. The 
mind provides the reason; the heart 
records the effect; the will decides the 
action. Spontaneous praise emerges 
from a well-tuned spirit. 


When you cannot pray, try praise, 
Ever asking and never thanking, has 
a parching effect upon the soul. George 
Muller advised that before starting to 
pray in the morning, one ought to first 
offer praise. David praised God when it 
seemed as though the heavens were 
brass. No darker gloom hung over him 
than when he chanted the words of the 
thirteenth Psalm. Yet one third of the 
verses are given over to praise. 
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2 er TRUE CHURCH is not any one 
denomination, of course, but in- 
cludes every born again Christian, re- 
gardless of man-made distinctions. 


It is likened in Scripture to a physi- 
cal body with Christ as the Head, and 
all believers members one of another. 
This figure teaches us that just as the 
physical body has many members and 
each has his separate function to per- 
form, so is the body of Christ. 


“For as we have many members in 
one body, and all members have not 
the same office: So we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.” (Romans 
12:4-5) 

“And he is the head of the body the 
church: who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the preeminence.” Col- 
lossians 1:18. 


Now the question is, how shall we 
fulfill our place in the Body? Here 
is an important ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord Jesus from the glory 
presents every believer with a talent, 
a gift, or a divine enablement. But it 
is the work of the Spirit to distribute 
the talents to us. 

These are not merely natural abil- 
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ities, but heaven-sent capabilities to 
fulfill your individual place in the Body 
of Christ. Nor does the Spirit make 
any mistakes, but always puts the right 
talent in the right place. 


Now, don’t say you have no talent, 
for the Scriptures insist that everyone 
has. Our responsibility is to exercise 
them. Many need to stir up the gift 
which is in them. Some fail to realize 
how they impair the efficiency of the 
Body by refusing to function. There 
is no room for false modesty here. 


There are many kinds of talents. The 
list given in I Corinthians 12:8-10 
seems to be just a sample list. Some 
enablements are more spectacular than 
others. Some which are less showy are 
more necessary. All are indispensable 
to the smooth operation of the Body. 


Don’t covet another’s talents. It is 
the all-wise Holy Spirit who distributes 
them. Remember too, that all talents 
are given in order that we may be 
profitable to God, certainly not to pa- 
rade them. For the faithful exercise 
of these divine gifts there will be great 
and lasting rewards some day. Some 
will hear our Saviour say, “Well done.” 
Will you? 


—Dr. William C. Orr. 








BIBLE NEWS FLASHES — A monthly 
magazine, digest size, edited by Dr. W. D. 
Herrstrom. Surveys world events in the 
light of Bible prophecy. Defends the Faith. 
Exposes enemies within our gates. Upholds 
fundamental Americanism. Enjoys a large 
circulation. $1.00 the year. Address: BIBLE 
NEWS FLASHES ... P.O. Box 438, Fari- 
bault, Minnesota. 
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APPLES OF GOLD 


ie QUESTIONS of power, let no 
more be heard of confidence in man, 
but bind him down from mischief by 
the chains of the Constitution. 


—Jefferson. 


Many people are lonely because they 
build walls instead of bridges. 


Prayer will make a man cease from 
sin, or sin will make a man cease from 
prayer. 


—Bunyan. 


The plain face is often surprisingly 
beautiful by reason of an inner light. 


—Henry E. Walhey. 


Our aim should be, not so much to 
live longer, but to live better. 


Samson was asleep when he lost his 
strength. 


They that know themselves cannot 
be proud. 


The Bible promises no loaves for 
the loafer. 


No generation of Americans has 
talked so much about freedom as the 
present one, and none has shown so 
great a readiness to abandon it. 


—Ernest O. Melby. 


A family altar would alter many a 
family. 


In prayer it is more essential to have 
a heart without words than words with- 
out a heart. 


Prohibition with enforcement at its 
worst, is shown to be better than the 
legally sanctioned liquor traffic with 
regulation at its best. 





It is better to be bent by hard work 
than to be crooked; in trying to avoid it. 


If people would do what they should, 
they would not have time to do what 
they should not. 


Hardship and opposition are the 
native soil of manhood and self-reli- 
ance. 


—Neal. 


Tribulation worketh patience and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope. 


—Paul the Apostle. 


To fraternize or compromise with 
Communism is to become its prey. 


—George W. Robnett. 


The beginning of anxiety is the end 
of faith, and the beginning of true 
faith is the end of anxiety. 


—George Mueller. 


We have read frequently that our 
nation is entering a period of Planned 
Economy. We are puzzled. We see plen- 
ty of evidence of the planning but 
fail to detect even a small smidge of 
economy. 


What a country needs is not New 
Deals, Fair Deals or even Square Deals, 
but Ideals. 


The average man can stand adversity 
better than prosperity. 


—Dwight L. Moody. 





ATOMIC AND HYDROGEN -:- 
BOMBS IN BIBLE PROPHECY. 


This book gives a thrilling, startling and 
vivid account of what is just ahead. It 
should be in the hands of every Ameri- 
can today. ORDER NOW. MAIL $1 to 
... The Gospel Tract Lighthouse, 6542 
San Fernando Road, Glendale 1, Calif. 
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Temperance puts coal on the fire, 
meal in the barrel, flour in the tub 
and money in the purse. 


—Benjamin Franklin. 


A wrong ignored is often more easily 
defeated than one contested. 


There may be a wrong way to do 
the right thing, but never a right way 
to do the wrong thing. 


To know God’s will is man’s 
treasure; to do His will is life’ 
est privilege. 
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Lives rooted in God are never up- 
rooted. 


—Alexander McLaren. 


Religion costs but irreligion costs 
more. 


Say not that this or that came to 
thwart you. It came only to test you. 


Difficulties afford a platform upon 
which the Lord can display His power. 


Prayer’s persuasive power puts Om- 
nipotence in operation. 


A true witness delivereth souls; but 
a deceitful witness speaketh lies. 


—Proverbs 14:5. 


The Sunday School is the diamond 
field of the Church. 


Don’t preach too long. Better keep 
the people longing than loathing. 


Printer’s ink is the great apostle of 
progress, whose pulpit is the press. 


—Horace Greeley. 
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At your left you will be able to determine the exact 
size of our little gem book — which is being distributed 
by the thousands among men and women of the armed 
services. It contains the entire message of salvation in a 
concise form. Chaplains, parents, wives, sweethearts, and 


service personnel praise this book in highest terms. 


There are times and occasions when uniform require- 
ments make it difficult or impossible to carry Testaments 
or Bibles because of their size and weight. For this 
reason, men do not carry them. However, the situation 
has been remedied by our production of this small, thin, 
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This book conveys a definite salvation message. It describes man’s lost condition, and explains what he 
must do to be saved. Then, on the closing page, there is an Acceptance Blank for the reader to sign — signify 
ing acceptance of Jesus Christ as personal Saviour. ; 

You cannot go in person, as chaplains or missionaries, and deliver these books to our men of the arm 


services, but through prayers and offerings you can make it possible for us to carry on the work. WE NEED YO 1 
HELP. : 


DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND: : 


Calls are pouring in from all directions. One group of Chaplains, located at a camp where many thow 
sands of men are being sent overseas, wrote requesting 10.000 copies. It makes us sick at heart not to be ablg 


to answer every call, and supply all the demands. : 
We are praying for several large offerings in response to this announcement. But gifts in the smaller brack 

ets of $1.00 and $5.00 and $10.00 sums, will be thankfully received. Please do your best... And I am going 

send you three souvenir copies, to be placed in the hands of friends as prayer reminders, trusting that they 


will help in this work. 
Yours in His Service, 


Raymond T. Richey 
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